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Pik Botha Denies Support for Renamo Rebels 
MB0311172288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1720 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Pretoria Nov 3 SAPA—During the recent meeting 
between the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, and Presi- 
dent Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique, Mr Botha made 
it clear that South Africa does not support Renamo, 
foreign affairs minister Mr Pik Botha said tonight. 


In a statement issued to SAPA by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Botha said the SA [South Africa] 
Government was opposed to the use of violence for the 
achievement of political objectives. 


He added that the recent bombing of the Mozambican 
railway line and the attack on the Sabi/Nkomati agricul- 
tural project was to be strongly condemned. 


The stability and economic development of Mozambi- 
que, as was emphasized by the state president to Presi- 
dent Chissano, was not only in the interests off South 
Africa but also in the interests of the southern African 
region as a whole, Mr Botha said. 


President Denies Reports on Cabinet Changes 
MB0411060588 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, says he has no 
intention at this stage of reshuffling his cabinet. Speaking 
at a National Party dinner at Newcastle, he said specula- 
tion on a cabinet reshuffle could now be stopped. He said 
it could be anticipated that the enemies of the NP, which 
has been in power for so many years, would now do 
everything possible to destroy the unity and power of the 
party. Confusion and division were being sown by means 
of malicious gossip by and through newspapers constantly 
hinting at a possible cabinet reshuffle. This was being done 
in an attempt to destroy the NP. 


Mr Botha emphasized that it was the constitutional right 
of the state president alone to form the cabinet and not 
the task of speculating journalists. Mr Botha said that as 
he had done in the past 10 years, he would appoint and 
move ministers as and when it was in the best interest of 
the country. 


President Botha said it was no disgrace for a minister to 
be moved from one portfolio to another, and that in 
some cases ministers themselves informed the head of 
State that they wanted a change or wanted to retire. 


Referring to speculation surrounding the movement of 
officials in certain departments, Mr Botha said this also 
should be stopped and that the state should be allowed to 
do its work in its own time and way. He said he regretted 
the fact that speculation regarding the transfer of offi- 
cials was conducted by means of the public media, 
adding that this was to no one’s advantage. 


P.W. Botha To Open Labor Conference 23 Nov 
MB0211180888 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] The government is to hold a Manpower 2,000 
conference on 23 November. Employers and labor leaders 
will then have an opportunity to discuss key labor issues 
with government spokesmen. 


Manpower minister Piet du Plessis said the need for a 
conference had been pinpointed after consultations with 
employer organizations. He said the government was 
keen to listen to a variety of viewpoints. 


The conference will be opened by President Botha and 
will be addressed by Mr Pik Botha, Mr Piet du Plessis, 
Dr Dawie de Villiers, and Mr Barend du Plessis. 


2 Labor Unions Not Invited 
MB0311102288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1003 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 3 SAPA—Two of South Afri- 
ca’s biggest labour federations said today they had not 
yet been invited to the government-sponsored summit 
involving labour and capital, scheduled to take place on 
November 23. 


The meeting will be opened by President P.W. Botha and 
convened by the minister of manpower, Mr Pietie du 
Plessis. 


A spokesman for the Congress of SA Trade Unions 
{COSATU], Mr Frank Meintjies, denied that his organi- 
sation had been invited. 


Although COSATU was never opposed to discussions 
which can lead to “something meaningful” regarding its 
activities, the proposed summit would only be discussed 
formally within the federation’s structures when and if 
officially invited. 


“Once again, we are hearing through the media that the 
government is amenable to talks,” said Mr Meintjies, 
pointing out that the recent promulgation of the Labour 
Relations Amendment Act could be a stumbling block to 
talks with government and employers. The unions have 
opposed the act, saying it was meant to weaken their 
bargaining power. 


The assistant secretary general of the National Council 
of Trade Unions [NACTU], Mr Mahlomola Skosana, 
said his organisation had not received an invitation from 
the government. 


Asked if his organisation would attend the meeting, he 
said NACTU would make its position known once it had 
seen the invitation. 
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According to Mr du Plessis, the conference has been 
called to discuss key issues with employer and employee 
organisations. 


“The government wishes to listen to points of view and 
meaningful dialogue gives ample opportunity for this,” 
Mr du Plessis said. 


The conference would also be addressed Mr du Plessis, 
the minister of foreign affairs Mr Pik Botha, the minister 
of finance Mr Barend du Plessis, and the minister of 
administration and privatisation Dr Dawie de Villiers. 


Mr du Plessis said he hoped that labour leaders and 
employers would make use of the opportunity and come 
forward with suggestions. 


Treurnicht: ‘Disinformation’ on Election Results 
MB0311192588 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Excerpts] A senior Conservative Party MP, Dr Willie 
Snyman, says local authorities controlled by the CP will 
use their powers to apply their policy of partition at local 
government level. Dr Snyman, MP for Pietersburg, was 
speaking at the CP’s national congress in Bloemfontein 
today. [passage omitted] 


Addressing a public meeting as part of the congress last 
night, the CP leader, Dr Andries Treurnicht, accused the 
media of spreading disinformation about the ou’ »me of 
the municipal elections. He said it was the CP which had 
made the most gains and not the National Party. Dr 
Treurnicht also again rejected the idea of power sharing. 


[Begin Treurnicht recording] Ladies and gentlemen, | 
needn’t repeat what we have said right at the beginning 
when we moved away from the National Party, when we 
said, if you share in power, you lose it. If you share power 
you are no longer in control. And if you abdicate political 
power, in the long run, you lose everything. [end recording] 


Resignations Cause Alexandra Council Collapse 
MBO0311101088 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
3 Nov 88 p 1 


[Text] The newly created town council of Alexandra has 
collapsed barely four days after being inaugurated. 


This follows the resignations of councillors Mr Timothy 
Vilakazi and Mr Lucas C. Khoza. The two handed in 
their written resignations to the chief executive officer, 
Mr P.J. Genis, during a council meeting on Tuesday. 


Earlier last week two other councillors, Mr Darkie 
Rametsi and Mr Simon Sebotha, also resigned from the 
council. The councillors were elected unopposed. 
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At the council meeting this week, the chief executive 
officer stopped proceedings and announced receipt of 
written resignations from councillors Vilakazi and 
Khoza. 


Mr Vilakazi did not give his reasons for resigning while 
Khoza said he could not see himself serving the people of 
Alexandra under such “structure.” He did not elaborate. 


“Alexandra now faces a serious crisis. With these two 
resignations we no longer have a quorum and I am afraid 
this means the collapse of the council,” he said. 


The mayor of Alexandra, Mr Jacobus Poo, said they 
have not finalised anything and are waiting for the 
outcome of today’s meeting with the two gentlemen. 
“Further than that I have nothing more to say,” he said. 


Meanwhile the SOWETAN has established that a meeting 
involving all the councillors will be held at the council 
chambers this afternoon. 


Media ‘Jitters’ on Mandela Nov Release Rumors 
MB0311153688 Umiata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] The media in South Africa is preparing for the 
release of Nelson Mandela. The problem is no one knows 
when he will be freed. Rumors are circulating that 
Mandela will be released some time this month. The only 
person who knows if and when the ANC leader will be 
freed is P.W. Botha, and he has dropped very few clues. 
However, the media have the jitters and holidays have 
been cancelled just in case. A Pretoria official told the 
REUTERS news agency no one knows of a planned 
released for mid Novemfter, but the rumors persist. 


Further Reaction to WEEKLY MAIL Ban 


SUNDAY TIMES Editor 
MBO0311140088 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[From the “Africa Today” program] 


[Text] Earlier this week, THE WEEKLY MAIL newspa- 
per was prohibited from publishing for | month. There 
has been widespread reaction to the ban abroad and here 
in South Africa. Editor of the Johannesburg SUNDAY 
TIMES, Tertius Myburgh: 


[Begin recording] [Myburgh] The closure of THE 
WEEKLY MAIL seems to be an awful tragedy since it 
impoverishes the whole concept of freedom of expres- 
sion in South Africa. You know, our country has such a 
diversity of opinion in it, such a diversity of people, but 
that opinion needs to be expressed in the greatest possi- 
ble diversity of the press as well, and it strikes me that 
THE WEEKLY MAIL was an elegant and valid voice 
that wasn’t shrill and to my mind went beyond the 
reasonable limits of a volatile and complicated society. It 
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kept me informed, it probably kept the people who have 
to make policy informed and with that voice now stilled, 
we are all going to be deprived of that information which 
is very very vital to a proper understanding of South 
Africa. 


[Unidentified reporter] It’s quite clear though that THE 
WEEKLY MAIL hadn’t broken any laws, and, in fact, 
the ban is only limited to 4 weeks. So, what do you think 
the thinking behind this decision was? 


[Myburgh] Well, the system which permits banning 
under the emergency regulations really places the whole 
decision in the hands of faceless officials who take fairly 
arbitrary, subjective judgment on whether or not—by 
their lives—a paper has fomented the climate of revolu- 
tion or lessened the likelihood of the ending of the state 
of emergency. It’s not something that is tested in court, 
and, after all, there are in South Africa very strict laws 
which make the fomentation of revolution an illegal act. 


And if that’s the way the authoritics reviewed THE 
WEEKLY MAIL, they should have been arranged in 
court, and the case put, and the paper given an oppor- 
tunity to defend itself. And what seems to me so worry- 
some about this one is that it’s done in this arbitrary, 
subjective manner by people w.i0 arrived at such a 
decision, and, you know, it seems to me also, although 
the principle is important, there is also a very practical 
point to be made at this time when it seems that South 
African diplomacy is doing rather better than it has in 
recent times. To come with the banning of a paper, little 
though it may be, but nevertheless quite well known, 
must really place the government in an awful light. We 
have already seen the responses of the American Gov- 
ernment, of friendly governments like Britain, and most 
foreign governments where press freedom is taken very 
very seriously indeed. This must honestly be damaging 
the South African diplomatic effort abroad, as well. 


[Reporter] One must ask then it that context: Was this a 
decision taken by the entire cabinet? Or was it one 
decision taken by one person? 


[Myburgh] I don’t know who exactly took the decision, 
but the emergency regulations certainly don’t elevate this 
to a cabinet decision. The process, the apparatus that 
have been created; there is a sort of advisory group that 
advises the minister after watching and reading the 
newspaper for a period. Over a period of time they 
arrived at the conclusion that this paper is somehow a 
menace. They advised the minister, and the minister 
presumably either takes their advice or doesn’t take their 
advice. Whether or not the cabinet discussed it we will 
never know. 


[Reporter] But going back to the origina: point there, the 
iniernational relations with other countries are at risk 
when a newspaper like this just gets banned. 
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[Myburgh] Absolutely. I think it is because some of the 
Western world and the places where we are trying to 
improve South Africa’s reputation take press freedom 
very seriously indeed, and properly so. And when a 
government is making overtures as we are on the one 
hand and yet on the other hand silences newspapers that 
really by the standards of contemporary politics really 
isn’t a wild-eyed radical newspaper, frankly, it tends to 
preach only to the fairly well-off, converted in the 
northern suburbs of Johannesburg. And when such a 
paper is silenced it must obviously damage the interests 
of South Africa abroad. [end recording] 


CITY PRESS Condemns Act 
MBO0211142088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1407 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 2 SAPA—Unless THE 
WEEKLY MaAIL’s right to publish was protected, South 
Africa would have an even worse time making judge- 
ments and decisions, the action editor of CITY PRESS, 
Mr Z.B. Molefe, said today. He and his staff were sad 
and angry at the MAIL’s four-week suspension. 


“It is an attack on the press as whole in South Africa,” he 
said. 


The South African Catholic Bishop’s Conference quoted 
the bible in their condemnation of the suspension: “And 
the truth will make you free” (John 8:32). 


And the German Embassy in Pretoria joined the protest 
saying freedom of the press had to be viewed as a 
cornerstone of democracy. 


Human Rights Group Protests 
MB0211114388 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] The Human Rights Commission in South Africa 
has issued a statement on the recent spate of bannings of 
Opposition groups. The recently formed commission 
notes that Pretoria has banned four organizations in 
terms of the emergency regulations in 7 days. It says 
there has been little media coverage of the latest ban- 
nings—that of the Transvaal Students’ Congress and the 
Pori Elizabeth Youth Congress on Monday. 


The Human Rights Commission says it is of great 
concern that since February this year 23 antiapartheid 
organizations have been prohibited from taking part in 
any activity. The commission calls on the government to 
withdraw its repressive actions, which violate fundamen- 
tal human rights. 
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MAIL Protests Threats Over Writers’s Visit 
MB0211124288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1212 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 2 SAPA—THE WEEKLY 
MAIL has hit out at the threats of violence against and 
calls for the banning of the proposed visit to South Africa 
by the writer, Salman Rushdie, branding them as nar- 
row-minded and intolerant. 


Co-editor of the fiesty weekly, Mr Anton Harber, said 
threats of violence were being directed at Mr Rushdie 
and THE WEEKLY MaAIL staff, who are in the throws of 
planning the writer’s visit. 


Some organisations were even campaigning for the book 
and the man to be banned, said Mr Harber. 


“It is striking that freedom of expression is being attacked 
from both sides—by a government that doesn’t like our 
views, and by organisations and individuals who threaten 
violence because they don’t like the views of Salman 
Rushdie.” 


SABC Head Discusses Responsibility to Public 
MB0311170788 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] SABC Director General Wynand Harmse says the 
corporation has an extraordinary responsibility to 
inform the public, without undermining the community 
and its norms or placing it at risk. 


Mr Harmse says the SABC regards its most important 
task as that of emphasizing the information the public 
needs to make rational decisions. Mr Harmse was 
today’s guest speaker at the Johannesburg Press Club. 
Among other matters, he referred to the extraordinary 
impact the SABC has: 


[Begin recording] [Harmse] There are a number of realities 
in the South African context that should be borne in mind. 
The country is in the midst of a terrorist struggle, which 
makes certain demands on the SABC. The mere fact that 
the SABC, as all the other media represented here, forms 
part of the South African community, with its power as 
broadcasting medium, not only renders it a target of the 
Onslaught against its credibility, but ‘ese people also 
considers it an important propaganda instrument. I would 
like to see the SABC, now more so than ever, give high 
priority to its information role. 


[Unidentified reporter] Mr Harmse made it clear that 
being a willing conductor for the messages or the deeds 
of the proponents of anarchy, chaos, and violence con- 
tradicts SABC policy. [end recording] 
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Worrall Notes ‘Perilous’ Governing of Country 
MB0311112588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1113 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Cape Town Nov 3 SAPA—South Africa was being 
governed in a perilous way—as shown by the Heunis 
affairs, the banning of THE WEEKLY MAIL and the 
jump in interest rates, says Dr Denis Worrall, leader of 
the Independent Party. 


He told a public meeting in Gardens last night that if it was 
true that two officials in Mr Heunis's department had been 
shifted sideways for security reasons, the minister could 
not expect to have any credibility with reputable black 
leaders. 


The action against THE WEEKLY MAIL showed a 
complete disregard of overseas reaction. 


THE WEEKLY MAIL was a very improbable candidate 
for a banning action. 


Very few of its readers would be in the forefront of 
revolution and it did not make sense to say the newspa- 
per was a threat to public safety. 


The increase in interest rates showed South Africans 
were simply becoming poorer. 


Economic planning under present circumstances was 
very difficult. Things could improve only if confidence 
in the country’s future returned. 


Only a new political realignment could bring this about. 


Boesak Terms State Politically ‘Illegitimate’ 
MB04 11095088 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 4 Nov 88 


{Text} Church leader Alan Boesak says the South African 
state is illegitimate on theological and political grounds. 
Speaking at the WEEKLY MAIL Book Week in Cape 
Town, Boesak said the state is illegitimate on political 
grounds because it doesn’t represent the majority of the 
people. He said because the state includes the word God 
in the formulation of the constitution and opens parlia- 
ment with prayer, the church is compelled to tackle the 
state on theological grounds and call for its conversion. 
Boesak said a call to conversion would mean resisting 
evil by taking up the battle for the poor and oppressed. 


CP Local Authorities To Promote Segregation 
MBO0311113088 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Engush 1100 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] A senior Conservative Party MP, Dr Willie Sny- 
man of Pietersburg, says CP controlled local authorities 
will use their powers to promote the party's policy of 
separation. Speaking at the CP's national congress in 
Bloemfontein, he said all forms of mixing, for instance as 
swimming baths and theaters, would be stopped. In cases 
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where the CP now controls regional services councils 
[RSC’s], decisions that would not be in the interests of 
whites would be vetoed. He said that RSC’s would be 
abolished as soon as the CP took over the government. 


Explosion Hits Durban Railway Station 
MBO0311202488 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2022 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Durban, Nov 3, SAPA—An explosion rocked 
Rossburgh Railway Station on the outskirts of Durban 
tonight. 


South African Police liaison officer Lt Bala Naidoo said 
the explosion occurred at about 9:40 pm at the station's 
booking office. 


He said nobody had been injured. The extent of damage 
was “unknown at this stage.” 


Police were at Rossburgh trying to establish the full details. 


Police Report 2 Dead in Unrest 3 Nov 
MB04 11065588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0634 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] Pretoria Nov 4 SAPA—Herewith the overnight 
unrest report as supplied by the Police Directorate of 
Public Relations in Pretoria: 


“At Mpumalanga (Natal) arsonists caused damage to 
two private houses. In another incident in the area, a 
hostile crowd gathered outside a private dwelling and 
refused to disperse. A security force member used shot- 
gun fire to disperse the mob and a man was fatally 
wounded. In the same area, a mob of blacks stoned a 
private dwelling. They were dispersed by a security force 
member with shotgun fire, and a black man was fatally 
wounded. 


“At Fredville (Inchanga) arsonists caused damage to a 
shop. In another incident in the area, a private vehicle 
was damaged when a petrol-bomb was thrown at it. 


“At Georgedale (Natal) a group of blacks attacked and 
stabbed a black woman, seriously injuring her. 


“On 1988-11-03 at about 2140, an explosion occurred 
outside the ticket office on the Rossburgh railway sta- 
tion, Durban. Nobody was killed or injured. The build- 
ing which included the ticket office/stat.on master’s 
office was damaged and several window panes were 
shattered. It is suspected that a limpet mine was used. 
Police are investigating the matter.” 
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Alleged ANC Terrorist Arrested in East Rand 
MB03!1142488 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] An alleged ANC terrorist who had been trained 
overseas and a fellow traveler were arrested on the East 
Rand. 


The Police Public Relations Department in Pretoria says 
in a statement that a Makarov pistol has been siezed. A 
spokesman reports that the terrorist probably had 
instructions to disrupt the municipal elections on the 
East Rand. 


Inkatha Van Attacked by Black Youths 
MB03 11083688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0829 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Durban Nov 3 SAPA—More than 50 black youths 
last night attacked a vehicle carrying six members of 
Inkatha as they returned from a court hearing involving 
UDF members. 


The six, including the chairman of the Elandskop branch. 
Mr David Ntombela, had a lucky escape when a petrol 
bomb lobbed through the window of the van failed to 
ignite. 

The attackers hurled rocks and bricks through the open 
passenger window. 


The six were returning to Elandskop from the Durban 
regional court where a case involving three UDF mem- 
bers is being heard. 


They stopped at a shop in Edendale at about 5pm and, 
Mr Ntombela said, “I was just pulling off when a large 
group of youths attacked the van. There were more than 
50 of them.” 


He said a petrol bomb was thrown through the open 
window, missing him but hitting the windscreen, which 
shattered. 


A passenger, Mrs Caroline Sosibo, received slight cuts to 
her legs as the broken bottle fell to the floor. 


Demonstrators Break Up Meeting in Tutu’s Home 
MB0211174688 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 160° GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] Several hundred residents of Crossroads in the 
Cape Peninsula who held a peaceful demonstration this 
morning outside Bishop's Court, the official residence of 
the archbishop of Cape Town, Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, left after meeting representatives of the Anglican 
Church. 


A delegation, chosen from among the demonstrators, 
said they wanted to discuss the problems of poverty, 
hunger, and unemployment with Archbishop Tutu. 
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Because Archbishop Tutu is attending a church meeting 
in Kenya, the delegation was met by the dean of Cape 
Town, the Very Reverend Colin Jones, who agreed to 
convey their grievances to the archbishop. 


Budget Minister Stresses Increased Exports 
MBO111153188 J Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT I Nov 88 


[Text] The minister of the budget and works in the 
House of Assembly, Mr Kent Durr, says there is only one 
way to enlarge the foreign exchange reserves of South 
Africa on a sustained basis, and that it is through 


he said that given the fluctuating gold price, exports and 
their diversification were not more central to economic 
growth that ever before. Mr Durr said that to achieve 
optimal internal and external economic results, a careful 
balance had to be struck between foreign trade and 
internal economic development. He paid tribute to those 
politicians of different persuasions who had rejected 
sanctions as a means of changing the existing order. He 
urged statesmanship in che American Congress, and in 
political and church circles, and called for positive 
measures aimed at uplifting blacks socially, politically, 
and economically. [sentence as heard] 


Finance Minister Urges Consumers To Pay Cash 
MB0311194488 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] The minister of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis, 
Says it is time for people to live within their means by 
paying cash for their purchases, consuming less, and 
using pure services. 


He told our economics news staff that fluctuating inter- 
est rates had to be accepted as one of the variables of the 
economy. Mr du Plessis said that there had been criti- 
cism that interest rates should have been adjusted some 
time ago to match the of the money supply and 
the rising rate of inflation. However, he said the 
increases negatively affected many businessmen, farm- 
ers, and home owners. Credit ceilings made the cost of 
capital cheap, and this was contrary to the country’s 
shortage of cash. It also did not encourage saving. 


Nedbank Increases Overdraft Rate 2 Percent 
MBO0311074088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0739 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 3 SAPA—Nedbank today 

announced an increase in its prime overdraft rate of 2 

= from 16 percent to 18 percent with immediate 
ect. 
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First National Bank Raises Interest Rates 
MBO03 11084288 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0836 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, Nov 3 SAPA—First National Bank 
announced today that its prime overdraft rate is to be 
adjusted by two percentage poiris to 18 percent with 
immediate effect. 


The move mirrored the announcement of the increase in 
the Reserve Bank Rate and reflected the changed condi- 
tions in the money market which had put up the cost of 
funds to the commercia! banks, said Mr Jimmy McKenzie, 
senior general manager at First National Bank. 


In line with the increase in the prime rate, the bank’s 
home loan will increase from 16 per cent to 18 percent 
with effect from November 24, 1988. 


“The bank remains committed to providing a highly 
competitive home loans package and an excellent service 
to the market, Mr McKenzie said. 


United Banks Raise Interest Rates 
MBO03 11101688 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1007 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 3 SAPA—Standard Bank today 
announced an increase in its prime overdraft rate of 2 per 
cent from 16 per cent to 18 per cent with immediate effect. 


United Bank today announced an increase in its prime 
interest rate and its home loan rate—the prime interest rate 
will be raised tomorrow by 1.5 per cent to 17.5 per cent. 


In a statement, the bank's general manager, Mr A Van 
Vliet, said its home loan rates to clients would be moved 
“to keep it in line with the United Building Society Rate, 
and clients with existing and new bonds will be charged 
an extra one per cent from December |.” 


He said although most of the major banks had 
announced that their prime rates were to be increased to 
18 per cent, “we have decided to raise our prime interest 
rate on November 4, by only 1.5 per cent, bringing it to 
17.5 per cent.” 


“Our decision to keep the rates below that of our major 
competitors is in line with our philosophy of providing 
clients with cost effective banking services,” he said. 


Reaction to 2 Percent Bank Rate Increase 
MB0311072088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0706 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 3 SAPA—Widely differing reac- 
tion has been received to the Reserve Bank's announce- 
ment that the bank rate is to increase by two percentage 
points to 14.5 per cent today, SABC radio news reports. 
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The South African Agricultural Union said the increase 
was untimely in that it came at the beginning of a new 
production season. The higher rate would increase the 
industry's interest burden by more than R200 million a 


year. 


Meanwhile, the minister of agriculture, Mr Greylirg 
W  atzel, has confirmed that the government has decided 
to adjust the subsidies of those farmers who are depen- 
dent on state aid so that they will not be affected by the 
increase in the rate. 


The president of the Clearing Bankers’ Association, Dr 
Chris van Wyk, said it would help to dampen expecta- 
tion that interest rates need to carry on increasing. 


The Association of Chambers of Commerce and Indus- 
try said the increase in the bank rate was not unexpected 
in business circles and that it was overdue if seen against 
recent developments in the money and credit markets. 


Durban T Workers Strike Resolved 
MB0211173888 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1500 
GMT 2 Nov 8&8 


[Text] The latest strike by South African transport workers 
in the Durban area has been resolved. The strike began on 
28 October and followed an earlier work stoppage just over 
a month ago. 


The union official said the agreement between manage- 
ment and the workers was concluded late yesterday, and 
the strikers began returning from the start of their shift 
today. He says there have been no problems about going 
back, and as far as he was aware everyone had now 
returned. He said the workers were able to resolve a 
number of regional issues which had been troubling 
them. However, they have not been successful on the 
national issues raised with management. Since it was not 
a national strike, they decided to return to work rather to 
continue pressing for national demands. The union 
official said that the workers were, in his words, tempo- 
rarily happy about the situation. 


Management has not been available this afternoon to 
comment on the resolution of the strike which began on 
28 October. 


1,396 Harbor, T Workers Dismissed 
MB0411075188 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2337 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] East London Nov 3 SAPA—A total of 306 striking 
workers of the East London Harbour have now been 
dismissed. 


According to figures released today, only 30 workers are 
still working in the harbour and another 25 are still on 
strike. 
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A spokesman for the South African Transport Services 
[SATS] said only two more people had been dismissed 
from railway depots, bringing the total dismissed to 
1090. About 83 workers are still on strike at railway 
depots. 

The dismissals have added a total of 1396 to the ranks of 


East London’s une:..ployed. No moves have yet been made 
by dismissed workers to seek re-employment. 


Casual workers have been taken, but SATS will probably 
start re-employing on a permanent basis within the next 
week, once all striking workers have been dismissed. The 
workers are striking over conditions of re-employment of 
workers dismissed during an earlier strike. 


The South African Railways and Harbour Workers 
Union could not be contacted for comment today. 


Black Unemployment Declines ‘Notably’ 
MB0311113388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] The number of unemployed blacks has declined 
notably over a period of less than 2 years. The Bureau for 
Infc. mation in Pretoria says in an information docu- 
me. : released in Pretoria that in April this year 14.7 
percent of the economically active black population was 
unemployed, against 18.4 percent in September 1986. 


The bureau says that in March this year the number of 
blacks registered as unemployed stood at 75,000. The 
highest percentage of unemployed—22.3 per cent—was 
in the eastern [Cape] province, and on the Witwaters- 
rand the figure was 18.2 percent. 


The bureau said that 6,000 projects had been under- 
taken, and that these had provided johs for about 
200,000 blacks. About 300 million of the 400 million 
rands allocated for job creation had been spent so far. 


ISCOR Takes First Step Toward Privatization 
MB2710182888 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1806 GMT 27 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, Oct 27, SAPA—The Industrial 
Development Corporation [IDC] has taken over R600 
million of state shares in If COR [South African Iron and 
Steel Corporation] in a first step in the privatisation of 
the steel corporation, the minister of finance, Mr Barend 
du Plessis, announced tonight. 


Addressing the Afrikaanse Sakekamer [Afrikaner Chamber 
of Commerce] at the Carlton Hotel he said it was not in the 
interest of the final privatisation proposals for ISCOR to 
make more details of the transaction public now. 


“This will be done when the privatisation of ISCOR has 
been finally considered.” 
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The R600 million will be paid into the treasury during 
the current book year. The minister also announced that 
the R600 million would be spent on: 


—R371 million for the Development Bank of South 
Africa, the treasury’s capital commitment; 


—R100 million on the Local Authority Loan Fund: 


—R34 million for basic infrastrvcture to help soive the 


squatter problem; and 


—RS50 million on share capital for the Small Business 
D-velopment Corporation [S2DC], which, it was hoped, 
the private sector, as equal partner, would match; and 


—R40 million to the South African Housing Trust, created 
4 -¢ of the governmeat’s :*‘mulation package in June 
1986. 


It was also agreed that from next year the Industrial 
Development Corporation would contribute from its 
own funds annually, on behalf of the state, a consider- 
able amount to the SBDC’s share capital and that this 
amount would be made public after consultation and 
planning with interested parties. 


Should any of these contributions exceed this amount 
the state would match it rand for rand. 


The shareholding acquired for R600 million -epresented 
in principle the purchase of a relatively considerable 
portion of the shares held by the state in ISCOR, but it 
was not in the interest of the eventual privatisation 
proposals to be made with regard to the corporation to 
disclose more details at present. This transaction also in 
no way anticipated the final decision on the privatisation 
of ISCOR or implied the IDC would have a permanent 
holding in ISCOR. 


Mr du Plessis said the government had tackled a number 
of praiseworthy projects and applied policy measures in 
the past 10 years, all aimed a‘ the single most important 
factor in the economy, ensuring continued economic 
growth—“something which has unfortunately to a great 
extent been proved to be an elusive target,” he said. 


Without economic growth the material needs necessary 
for security, social and constitutional goals could simply 
not be supplied. 


Other countries had international facilities available to 
make structural adjustments such as these required by 
South Africa, but South Africa had to rey on itself. 


When a country’s growth potential was hampered by 
local and international factors, from sanctions to inter- 
nal unrest, which restricted its ability to gencrate capital, 
it became even more iraportant to make the best use of 
what was available. [passage omitted] 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Commentary Addresses Problems in African Trade 
MB04 11053388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] As much as anything else, it is the dearth of 
private business enterprise and skills thai is responsible 
for the depressingly low rate of economic development 
in much of Africa today. This week South Africa’s major 
trade promotion body, SAFTO, announced a new initia- 
tive to tackle the issue, while at the same time fostering 
trade between South Africa and other African countries. 


SAFTO, the South Africar Foreign Trade Organization, 
will in future focus as strongly on encouraging business 
operations in Africa as on conventional trade promo- 
tion. Its strategy will include joint venture projects 
between South African and local businessmen in other 
African countries, says vice chairman Mr Jan Bouwer. 
Africa should be turned around to be wealth-creating, 
Mr; Bouwer told members at the organization's annual 
meeting. 


South Africa is uniquely placed to undertake such a 
private sector initiative. Notwithstanding politica! dif- 
ferences. it is deeply involved in trade and other forms of 
business contacts with the rest of Africa. As Dr Erich 
Leistner, director of the Africa Institute, puts it: The 
country is inextricably tied with the continent by the 
complex commercial, financial infrastructural and tech- 
nological network that joins South Africa with most of 
subequatorial Africa. Two-way trade with some 40 coun- 
tries on the continent now amounts to some R5 billion a 
year, and for most southern African countries South 
Africa is one of their biggest trading partners. 


On another level, the South Africa private sector has 
already plowed millions of rands into business ven- 
tures—mining, agriculture and manufacturing—in black 
Africa. Total development funding, and jong-term and 
short-term credits, now stand at over R890 million. 


As for exports of technology and services, Mr David 
Muirhead of SAFTO cites as examples tr2ining on repair 
and maintenance, factory management contracts, infra- 
structural transport assistance, medical and veterinary 
services, construction work and the transfer of know- 
how in direct business investment. 


Impressive as the extent of business contact is, however, 
more could and should be done. Mr Bouwer points out 
that only eight percent of South African exports go to 
Africa, while the remainder have to travel more thar 
19,000 km to reach their markets. SAFTO’s new initia- 
tive, aimed at more direct business participation in 
generating economic activity in other African countries, 
is designed to address this imbalance. 
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The biggest hindrance to growing two-way trade bciween 
So ith Africa and other African countries is probably not 
political at all. Ultimately, a substantial increase is depen- 
dent on the economic development of individual coun- 
tries—their ability, on one hand, to buy South African 
goods and, on the other, to produce tne kind of goods 
required by South Africa. Solutions can only come about 
through increased industrialization, says Mr Muirhead. 


Ts the extent that South African business can help pro- 
mote that through the kind of joint ventures SAFTO 
now sponsoring, it will be increasing trade while mal 
invaluable contribution to the welfare of Africa. 


* Research Group Studies Cost cf Oil Embarg- 
34000039 Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 22-28 Sep 88 p 8 


[Text] A Dutch r.search group claims South Africa has 
spent about R50 million in overcoming the effects of the 
oil embargo in the pas. nine years. 


Researchers saic the amount excluded adout R62.5 million 
spent directly on crude oil. 


The figures were based on running costs of the Sasol coal 
plants, Kudu and Mossel Bay Gas and premiums paid to 
middlemen. 


The research further revealed that South Africa dipped 
into its stockpile in the 1984-85 period, when it was 
stretched for foreign currency needed to pay foreign debts. 


But the oil price fall in 1966 helped the country to boost 
its reserves again. 


The report went into detail on the secret methods 
employed by South Africa and the countries dealing with 
it. The NEW NATION is prohibited by law from pub- 
lishing these details. 


But it can be stated that the total cargo capacity of thes¢ 
deliveries—between 1979 and 1987—amounied to almost 
half of South Africa's crude oil needs during that period. 


* Public Sector Pay Raises Burden Taxpayers 
3400004 la Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English 
2 Oct 88 pp 1, 2 


[Article by David Breier] 


[Text] South Africans are being taken for a R30 billion 
ride by the National Party's runaway gravy-train. 


This is the staggering bill taxpayers will have to meet just 
for the salaries of the ever-growing public sector after 
President Botha’s announcement this week that the civil 
service is to get a R2 billion pay rise. 
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And this bill, more than R26 billion already, does not 
include the vast array of perks and other handouts MPs 
and top public servants eet. 


A SUNDAY STAR investigation has shown that: 


¢ Despite Mr Botha’s promise to rationalise and reduce 
the public service when he came to power 10 years 
ago, it has grown by 20 percent. 

* The public service salary bill is more than half the 
country’s R53 billion national budget and a quarter of 
the country’s gross national product. 

¢ Four out of every 10 gainfully employed whites are 
now working for the State. 

* Apartheid is costing South Africans about | 2c oui of 
every RI they pay in tax. 

¢ In 1948 when the Nats came to power there was one 
Prime Minister, 153 MPs and 48 senators. Today, 
including the tricameral Parliament, the four inde- 
pendent homelands and the six noi-independent 
homelands, there arc 1,!90 members of Parliament 
and National Assemblies. 

*« And when the Governmeni establishes its proposed 
nine new regional councils or “mini-parliaments” for 
blacks, there w'll be about 45 new MPs, making a 
total of 1,640 MPs for the country. 

* In 1948 South Africa was administered by | 2 Cabinet 
Ministers and no deputy Ministers. When the new 
black regional “mini-parliaments” come into being 
there will be an estimates 189 Cabinet Ministers and 
numerous deputies as well. 

* In 1948 there was one Parliament and one (sovernor 
General and one Prime Minister. Now there are five 
State Presidents and 10 Prime Ministers in 11 parlia- 
menis or national assemblies—and more to come. 


This huge corps of professional politicians has its atten- 
dant retinue of bureancrats, secretaries, chauffeurs, secu- 
rity guards, waitresses and cleaners. It takes about R! 
million a day alone to keep the tricamera) Parliament 
running. 


On top of this the taxpayer will have to pay about R6 
million for a fleet of cars for coloured and Indian MPs. 


All MPs get free air travel and free TV seats, VCRs, 
vegetables and flowers. 


Among other extravagances were R600 de luxe letterboxes 
for the new tricameral Cabinet Ministers and R 160,000 for 
their Christmas cards (some costing R4,50 each). 


This week Mr Botha added to the taxpayers’ burden 
when he dished out an effective 1,7 million handouts to 
celebrate his tenth year as head of Government. 


For that is how many peopie in South Africa's garpan- 
tuan “public sector” stand to benefit directly and indi- 
rectly from the pay increases. 
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Coincidentally he announced the increases—which are 
to take effect on January |—a month before the nation- 
wide municipal elections. 


Initially more than 718,000 Public Service personnel will 
benefit from the 15-percent blanket pay rise, which will 
cost the taxpayer R3 billion. The country’s 170,000 
teachers will receive another seven percent while pension 
increases will cost close to another R1 billion. 


But once pay-fever filters down from the Public Service 
to postal and transport workers, the homelands, the 
parastatals, the control boards and the municipalities, an 
estimated 1,702,894 people (at the last count) in the 
entire public sector stand to benefit. 


This week’s pay announcement was accompanied by warn- 
ings from organised commerce and industry on the effect it 
would have on the economy, including the inflation rate 
and the balance of payments on which the country’s 
growth must depend in the absence of overseas capital. 


This growth in public sector numbers, together with the 
inflation that has accompanied the Botha years, has 
pushed up the Government pay bill exponentially. 


Whereas about R3,5 billion was enough to pay the 
Government’s wage bill in 1978, last year it cost about 
R14,5 billion. 


The State budget has shot up from about R10 billion in 
1978 to around R53 billion this year. 


One cause of this vast spending is the cost of apartheid. 
This was acknowledged by Mr Piet Clase, Minister of 
Education and Culture, who became unpopular with the 
Government when he admitted that apartheid was “tan 
expensive policy.” 


Professor Michael Savage of the University of Cape 
Town, who has studied the costs of apartheid, estimates 
that 12c out of every rand are spent on imposing 
apartheid and on policing and guarding the system. 


* Transkei Attracting Foreign Businesses 
3400004 1b Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
26 Sep 88 p 11 


[Text] In the Langeni forest area, near Umtata, 12 
Italians who are new to Africa are rapidly learning to 
communicate in a mixture of Xhosa, Italian and English. 


They have come to help in the construction of a R55m 
factory which will use local timber off-cuts for the 
manufacture of chipboard, at the same time giving 
employment to 400 Transkeians. By 1992, it is expected 
to pay the government R3m a year in corporation tax. 
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At Butterworth, a team of Taiwanese is offloading delicate 
electronic machinery required for a new radio condenser 
manufacturing industry which will employ 1,500 Trans- 
keians, after a lengthy period of intensive training. 


All of the condensers will be exported to the Far East, 
bringing in a potential US$12m a month. 


Also in Butterworth, a small factory will shortly begin 
churning out soft-centred sweets for the South African 
and other local markets. 


It will initially employ a modest 26 workers, but an 
expanding market could encourage the investors to tre- 
ble production and workforce by the third year of 
production. 


These are only a few examples, taken almost at random, 
of the “industrial revolution” that has been taking place 
in Transkei. 


Over 55 percent of the country’s industrial development 
originates overseas. Numerically and in the area of job 
creation, the labour-intensive Taiwanese industries take 
the lead; while capital intensive enterprises give Euro- 
pean companies the edge in terms of value. 


Large multinational operations, attracted by a stable 
entrepreneurial climate, are moving quietly into the 
country. European telecommunications giant Siemens 
has established a base; the UK conglomerate Turner & 
Newall has acquired a stake in Butakem; and Hoechst is 
negotiating to establish small chemical industries in 
partnership with Transkeians. 


And while Italian and German entrepreneurs are study- 
ing the country’s industrial potential, an overseas airline 
and hotel groups are viewing the prospects for tourism 
with avid interest. 


With local chipboard-manufacture coming on stream, 
the furniture industry is poised to boom. Industrialists as 
far afield as India and Singapore are showing an interest 
in ancillary wood industries—for example, a specialist is 
on his way from Singapore to study the country’s poten- 
tial for manufacturing veneers. 


Much modern office and domestic furniture is made from 
chipboard, and it is expected that most of the requirements 
of the South African market will be manufactured in 
Transkei. 


A shoe manufacturing enterprise—which will use locally 
tanned leather and create 600 new jobs—is in the pipe- 
line for Ezibeleni. It too will increase Transkei’s exports 
as well as reduce its dependence on imported shoes, 
while adding value to the state’s raw materials. 
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Transkeians are rapidly adding to their national list of 
accomplishments. Already the country’s products 
include integrated television circuits, cassette tapes, hi- 
fis, clothing for the European quality market, a variety of 
woven fabrics, wooden chopsticks for the Far East fast 
food trade, cutlery, blankets, rugs, curtains, cosmetics, 
paints, toys and plastic furniture, among others. 


And within the next few months the manufacture of fine 
Quality bone china—a sophisticated industry for which 
many top industrialised nations compete—will bring 
another 700 jobs onto the market. 


By 1989, Transkei dinner and tea services, made using 
local clay, will nestle on the shelves of Harrods of 
London and Macys of New York, where they could rank 
with Irish Beleek and British Wedgewood. 


* SABTA Announces Plans To Improve Operations 
34000038a Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
26 Sep 88 p 4 


{Article by Ali Mphaki] 


[Text] The South African Black Taxi Association’s (Sabta) 
tenth annual general meeting over two days at Sun City last 
week, had one cardinal message for the more than 3,000 
delegates: “the black taxi operator of today must become 
the black transport businessmaa of the 1990s.” 


In line with this idea, was the announcement of a 
ten-year strategic plan to improve standards of taxi 
operation and to develop skills which will enable the taxi 
business to move from the informal sector to the semi- 
formal sector. The plan will cost R88 million. 


Though the black taxi operation has been an undoubted 
success story—the industry is worth R1000 million and 
runs 100,000 vehicles—-it became clear at the meeting 
that its problems are growing. 


Chief among these is the Government's intention to dereg- 
ulate the passenger transport industry. Sabta’s president, Mr 
James Ngcoya in his presidential address put it this way: 


“We are suspicious of the Government’s plan to dereg- 
ulate the passenger transport industry. The taxi business 
has made itself into a success by its own efforts against a 
bus industry which gets no less than R470 million a year 
ir Government subsidies. 


“As the Government cannot control the taxi industry, it 
wants to give the subsidized bus companies the chance to 
get into the taxi business using Government subsidy to 
do so. 


“Until the black taxi operator has been given the educa- 
tion and training needed to compete in this new situa- 
tion, Sabta cannot sell the industry down the river by 
agreeing to deregulation,” he said. 
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The theme of the two-day meeting: “Unity in Purpose; 
Taking the Taxi to the year 2000,” saw Sabta resolving to 
strengthen its relations with community based organiza- 
tions and the community at large. 


It was also no wonder that the issue of black economic 
empowerment featured prominently in the delibera’ ns. 


Sabta has more than 40,000 members—although the major- 
ity is semi-literate or illiterate—the delegates appreciated 
the hurdles lying ahead in their way towards becoming an 
enterprising outfit. 


The delegates also noted that despite having gathered 
enough knowledge about taxi business in the past years, 
an unstable relationship prevails between them and the 
passengers, who are the life blood of the industry. 


The delegates were told to take a critical look at their 
relationship with others, not forgetting that they are 
taking the taxi industry to the year 2000. 


Addressing the meeting Mr Aggrey Klaaste, editor of the 
SOWETAN, said: 


“We have made mistakes, political and otherwise in the 
past. But you are a fact of life, indeed a powerful fact of 
life. So you will perhaps have to move out of the protective 
skirts of white leadership, as some people assume the 
State’s protection. You will have to be reckoned with as 
time moves on.” 


* Platinum Reserves Said To Overtake Gold 
34000020a Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
27 Sep 88 p 3 


[Text] Minister of Economic Affairs and Technology 
Danie Steyn says the potential value of SA platinum 
reserves is as large as that of all the gold that has been 
mined and still has to be mined. 


Speaking at the opening of the Electra Mining Exhibition 
at the Nasrec exhibition center, Johannesburg, Steyn 
said the benefits of refining minerals were being realized. 


Last year the country earned R2bn from the export of 
refined minerals.—Sapa. 


* New Diamond Cutting Factory To Benefit 
34000020b Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
27 Sep 88 p 9 


[Article by Christopher Tucher] 


[Text] One of the world’s largest and most sophisticated 
diamond cutting factories opened in Pietersburg iast week, 
marking an important step in the campaign to cut and 
polish more of SA’s diamonds at home and not overseas. 
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Beneficiation—cutting and polishing—adds tremendous 
value to a rough diamond. The price of a finished diamond 
can be three times what the cutter pays for the rough stone. 


It is also very labor intensive. Lappemann Diamonds’ 
new Peitersburg plant will employ more than 1,000 
workers, mostly black women from Lebowa. 


Why, when so many of the world’s diamonds are dug out 
of SA’s ground, does mineral-scarce Israel profit from 
polishing them? asks Mintek president Aiden Edwards. 
Why do 600,000 Indians and 12,600 Israelis have jobs 
cutting South African diamonds when million are unem- 
ployed here at home? (SA employs only 2,700 cutters). 


There are two professed reasons, both quite cynical. 
First, the diamond industry has traditionally found SA 
labor inadequate. Black workers allegedly lacked the 
depth of vision to form a diamond’s finer facets. White 
cutters, who until 1984 barred blacks from the trade, 
priced themselves out of the market. 


Lappemann and other cutters dispelled this myth. “We 
have great success with black workers. They are produc- 
ing quality that ranks with the best in the Western 
world,” he said. Skilled black cutters were advancing to 
posts as trainers and quality checkers. 


Second, De Beers’ Central Selling Organization in London 
has a near total grip on world diamond sales. Edwards 
suggests De Beers has not promoted domestic diamond 
Cutting because the foreign exchange from exported roughs 
helps finance Anglo American’s overseas diversification. 


De Beers officials counter with the claim that domestic 
diamond sales are paid in dollars. Spokesman Neville 
Huxham said De Beers had “bent over backwards to 
supply SA cutters with the diamonds they demand.” He 
added, however, that local cutters took only a particular 
size and quality of stone, and demand for the finished 
product was relatively small. 


4 Nov Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MBO041 1111188 [Editorial report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Politics Dictating Economic Policies—“There is a feeling, 
particularly in the banking and financial sectors, that the 
government delayed the bad medicine until after the 
municipal elections,” observes Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 4 November in its page 6 editorial. 
“This is coupled with an equally strong feeling that polit- 
ical factors have been allowed to dictate economic policies 
in other respects. It would be sad, if this is so, if the 
government continued along that path. For it can only 
compound the problems facing the country.” The time has 
come “to introduce an economic package that will pull the 
country right. Though we must all bleed, it will be worth it 
if the country’s economic health is restored.” 
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THE STAR 


Power of Black Business ‘Snowballing’—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 4 November in a page 10 
editorial points out that blacks comprise the dominant 
part of South Africa’s labor power and a huge segment of 
its buying power, but “their share of political power is at 
best miniscule or token. In redressing these inequities lies 
the key to the South African dilemma. The drastic changes 
required have been too hesitantly addressed by govern- 
ment.” However, THE STAR does note a “snowballing 
power” in black business. “Already one can detect its 
strength in associations of black taximen, hawkers, con- 
sumers, taverners and other business people.” 


Government Administration ‘Deeply Divided’—Bruce 
Cameron writes on the same page thai “the comings and 
goings in Government circles, the accusations and the 
allegiances of convenience being formed reflect a deeply 
divided administration.” “All sides have been selectively 
leaking information to the media in an attempt to grab 
the advantage.”’ The controversy surrounding the possi- 
ble replacement of Constitutional Development and 
Planning Minister Chris Heunis prompts Cameron to 
ask: “Is there a cabal, based on former academic links 
operating out of President Botha’s office without his 
knowledge, but linked to other ministries such as the 
Bureau for Information, attempting to make political 
changes to suit themselves?” “Are people in the security 
establishment playing a political role?” 


CP Indulging in ‘Fantasy’—Political correspondent 
David Braun on page |1 refers to CP deputy leader Dr 
Ferdi Hartzenberg’s remarks at the CP congress in 
Bloemfontein about a future CP government intention 
to opt for independence for the whites in order to 
“extricate the group from the tricameral constitution.” 
“This is the sort of smoke, mirror and fantasy the CP 
leaders indulge in to whip their supporters into a 
frenzy,” he says. “A good example of the sort of half 
truth used by Dr Treurnicht in his main speech at the 
congress was his statistics that whereas the whites paid 
92 percent of all taxes they enjoyed only 55 percent of 
the country’s buying power.” What Treurnicht did not 
say was that “a population group that comprised less 
than 20 percent of the population had more than half of 
its buying power, and therefore its wealth.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Editorial on Bank Rate Increase—According to Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 4 November in 
its page 12 editorial, “the announcement of an increase 
in Bank rate was accompanied by a curiously apologetic 
explanation from Finance Minister Barend du Plessis 
citing ‘some critics’ who want higher interest rates and 
‘other critics’ who want interest rates to be pegged.” 
“Such dismal leadership characterises much of the 
behaviour of the Cabinet these days, and one should 
perhaps not be too hard on du Plessis, but it is also true 
that the South African voting public will never learn to 
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accept the reality of their plight if it is not explained to 
them. The fact is that the rise in Bank rate was long 
overdue, and that the authorities behaved reprehensibly 
in putting electoral considerations ahead of national 
interest. Presumably, they now deserve a half-hearted 
pat on the back for doing their duty at last.” “It is a great 
pity that neither President Botha nor his Finance Min- 
ister seems to have the leadership qualities to tell the 
electorate that, in this country, capital is a scarce 
resource. If capital is squandered, as it will be if it is 
underpriced, then the price of borrowing must rise.” 


SOWETAN 


Editorial on Rise in Bank Rate—‘The shock rise in rates 
comes in the wake of other statutory measures to get 
more money out of hard pressed taxpayers,” observes 
the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 4 November. “We are still recovering from 
the shock of the municipal election ‘bait’ to civil servants 
which has resulted in general sales tax rising by two 
percent.” “We are aware that sanctions and other pres- 
sures on South African business have resulted in a 
depressed economy. We are also aware that the Govern- 
ment’s economic mismanagement of this country and its 
economy for 40 years has resulted in us reaping the 
whirlwind.” 


CAPE TIMES 


WEEKLY MAIL Censorship Threat to Entire Press— 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 2 November in 
a page 6 editorial says that in closing down THE 
WEEKLY MAIL for a month the government “is once 
again showing its true colours to the world.” “Consis- 
tently, the government has been determined to impose 
its own narrow vision on the country and to limit public 
discussion of the options. The action against THE MAIL 
is a Classic example of political censorship masquerading 
as a security measure.” Ultimately, “this is a threat to the 
entire press to conform or face the consequences.” 


TRANSVALER 


Blacks Still ‘Sceptical’ About Local Authorities—Accord- 
ing to J.S. Liebenberg in his “My View” column on page 
8 of Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 2 
November, “even though the recent election participa- 
tion was encouraging, there is still a great deal of 
convincing to be done in order to make local authorities 
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in black towns acceptable.” “The black resident will 
have to be convinced that own residential areas and own 
authorities do not signify apartheid.” “Counseling and 
instruction is necessary, but ultimately action is needed 
to convince a sceptical black community.” 


DIE BURGER 


‘Restrogression’ of Left Noted—‘“There is only one rea- 
son for the renewed calls for cooper? ‘ion between polit- 
ical parties and groups left of the Ni * states Cape Town 
DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 2 November in a page 16 
editorial. “It is the greater retrogression of the left in 
white politics.” “The municipal elections transmitted a 
clear message to those on the left. Despite its new leader 
the PFP lost control of city councils that it controlled 
strongly before.” “It is clear that those on the left still do 
not realize they must examine their unsatisfactory poli- 
cies. Pure cooperation is no solution to their dilemma.” 


Columnist Defends Heunis in Group Areas ontro- 
versy—Columnist Dawie writes in his “From My Polit- 
ical Pen” column on the same page that it is “unrea- 
sonable” to blame Constitutional Development and 
Planning Minister Chris Heunis alone for the “contro- 
versial outcome of the trilogy of group areas amendment 
bills, as well as for the apparent lack of progress in the 
negotiations with blacks. The tradition of collective 
responsibility of Cabinet members still applies in South 
Africa.” Minister Heunis realizes how “vital it is that the 
political momentum achieved over the last couple of 
weeks be maintained.” “This momentum should not be 
allowed to slacken. It is in the interests of both the 
country and of the NP.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Editorial Welcomes Resolution 435—Windhoek DIE 
REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 2 November in a page 4 
editorial says the country has survived a “bloodless revo- 
lution.” “But suddenly there are people who are afraid: 
white, black and colored. Even members of SWAPO are 
afraid of the demands of reality. They are afraid at a time 
when no person should fear the future if each discharges 
his democratic duty.” “Let Resolution 435 come.” “In any 
case the present situation offers less hope for the future 
than a settlement and a process whereby all are involved 
would.” “Sometime, and it should not be too long now, the 
new phase will have to become reality. Let us, therefore, 
prepare ourselves for full participation in that process.” 
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Angola 


Dos Santos Returns From Morocco, Other Visits 
MBO0311200188 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Nov (ANGOP)—Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos returned to Luanda on 2 November at 
the end of an African, Asian, and European tour. 


The Angolan president, who headed an important party 
and government delegation, arrived from Fez, Morocco, 
where he made a brief visit after a tour which took him 
to —. the PRC, India, the DPRK, the USSR, and 
the R. 


President Jose Eduardo dos Santos was welcomed at the 
4 February International Airport in Luanda by members 
of the diplomatic corps. 


The visit to Morocco lasted just over 17 hours and was 
within the framework of relations between the two 
countries. 


Official talks were held between Angolan and Moroccan 
delegations. The talks were preceded by a private meet- 
ing between the Angolan president and King Hassan II 
and a dinner hosted by the Moroccan monarch honoring 
the distinguished visitor. 


The delegations dealt with issues related to bilateral 
cooperation and developments in southwestern Africa in 
light of the quadripartite (Angola, Cuba, South Africa, 
and the United States) talks on peace, security, and 
stability in that region. 


The same issues were discussed between President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and the governments of the coun- 
tries he visited during his tour. This was President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos’ longest visit since he became pres- 
ident in September 1979. He took the opportunity to 
inform his counterparts about the economic and finan- 
cial rehabilitation program, which has been imple- 
mented in the couniry since January this year. 


President dos Santos met with journalists during his tour 
and described the outcome of his talks as satisfactory and 
said they “should contribute to strengthening cooperation. 


Dos Santos Sends Message to King Hassan II 
MB0411093688 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo do Santos yester- 
day sent a warm message to King Hassan II of Morocco 
after his 48-hou to that Kingdom. 
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The Angolan head of state pointed out in his message 
that his visit to Morocco made it possible to draw up a 
path for fruitful cooperation between the two countries 
and to strengthen the traditional ties of friendship 
between the two peoples. 


It will be recalled that Morocco severed diplomatic rela- 
tions with Angola in 1976 when the Angolan Government 
recognized the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic. 


UN Envoy Cites Concessions in Quadripartite Talks 
MB0411073888 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] The day before yesterday, Angolan Ambassador to 
the United Nations Manuel Pacavira denied that there 
was an impasse in the quadripartite negotiations to bring 
about peace in southwest Africa. 


Manuel Pacavira pointed out that consultations contin- 
ued between the United States and the other countries, 
namely Angola, Cuba, and South Africa. He explained 
that these consultations, undertaken through the rele- 
vant diplomatic channels, are aimed at setting the date 
for the next round of talks. 


The Angolan diplomat said that his country and Cuba 
were still ready and determined to positively contribute 
toward facilitating the independence of Namibia. He 
stressed that Angola and Cuba had already made enough 
concessions in the quadripartite talks. As an example, he 
said that Angola agreed to the withdrawal of 2,000 
Cuban soldiers before the start of the Namibian inde- 


pendence process. Luanda also agreed to the withdrawal 
of 50 percent of the Cuban troops during the first year 


after the independence of Namibia. 


Soviet Trade Attache Discusses Relations 
MB04 11064488 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1930 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Nov (ANGOP)—In the past years, 
there has been an estimated $250 million in trade per 
year between the USSR and the People’s Republic of 
Angola, Soviet Trade Attache Vladimir Smyslov said in 
Luanda on Wednesday. 


Smyslov told a news conference at the Luanda Interna- 
tional Trade Fair grounds that products exported to 
Angola by the USSR included machinery and equipment, 
aircraft, helicopters, vehicles, and agricultural know-how. 


The Soviet trade attache also said that a Soviet construc- 
tion company is expected to build in Luanda soon a 
500-apartment residential area which will have social 
and cultural service centers. 


He added that over 400 Soviet specialists will assist in 
the national economic reconstruction of the People’s 
Republic of Angola within the framework of the inter- 
national Africa Fund [words indistinct]. 
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The Soviet trade attache also noted that agreements 
between Angola and the USSR provide for the construc- 
tion of a fishing port in Namibe Province, agricultural 
technique [words indistinct]. 


The USSR is represented by 12 foreign trade firms and 
Organizations at the trade fair, where its pavilions cover 
an area of 1,000 square meters. 


Tonha Praises Collectivism in 
MB04 11102988 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] Comrade Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale, minister of 
defense and member of the MPLA-Labor Party Political 
Bureau and Central Committee, said in Luanda yester- 
day that forming cooperatives was the best form of 
peasant contribution toward building socialism, because 
it brought together peasants’ personal interests and 
social interests, as long as the state is able to control 
personal interests in favor of society’s interests. 


Addressing the opening session of the first national 
meeting of organized peasants, on behalf of Angolan 
head of state Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
Defense Minister Pedale pointed out that forming dif- 
ferent forms of cooperatives—from the simplest to the 
most complex—helped to gradually build the founda- 
tions of collectivism in agriculture. 


FAPLA C Details Clashes 26 Oct-1 Nov 
MB0311200988 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Nov (ANGOP)—FAPLA’s chief of 
staff has announced that the Angolan armed forces killed 
76 UNITA members in mopping up operations through- 
out the country between 26 October and | November. 


A communique issued in Luanda on 2 November adds 
that FAPLA captured six bandits and six others surren- 
dered in these operations in Huambo, Cuanza Sul, and 
Malange Provinces under the terms of the policy of 
clemency and national harmony. 


The communique says that FAPLA suffered 9 dead, 21 
wounded, and 2 of its members are missing. FAPLA 
freed 259 citizens being held captive by the organization 
backed by Pretoria and Washington. 


FAPLA captured 28 automatic weapons, | 60-mm mor- 
tar, 2 rocket launchers, | antitank missile, dozens of 
mortar shells, and thousands of rounds of infantry 
ammunition, and destroyed 2 arms and goods depots in 
Lovua region, in eastern Moxico Province. 


The communique underlines that the enemy murdered 
29 civilians, wounded 99, and abducted 4. 
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UNITA Reports 8 Cubans, 51 MPLA Killed 
MB04 11064888 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[T=2xt] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 4 
Nov (KUP)}—8 Cubans and 51 MPLA troops have been 
killed in a series of UNITA attacks carried out in four 
Angolan provinces. 


A military communique released in Jamba says 6 Cubans 
and 13 MPLA troops were wounded in these attacks. 


25 MPLA troops of the first company of the second 
battalion of the 43rd Brigade were killed in a UNITA 
attack at Caio, southeast of the city of Cabinda in the 
oil-rich northern Angolan province of Cabinda, while 6 
others surrendered to UNITA on October 31. 


The communique adds that 8 Cubans and 6 MPLA 
troops were burnt to death in a UNITA ambush on a 
military vehicle between Leua and Luculo in Moxico 
Province on the same day. An MPLA reconnaissance 
chief was also killed in this attack, while 13 others were 
seriously wounded. 


8 MPLA troops were killed in an attack on the 70th 
Brigade near Cuimba in the Zaire Province on October 
29, and the UNITA forces also over-ran an MPLA 
military garrison over Micosso River, 30 kms east of 
Matala along the Mocamedes Railway. 17 MPLA troops 
were killed in this attack, according to the communique. 


A large quantity of weapons were seized in these military 
operations. 


UNITA casualties were given as 4 killed and 9 wounded. 


* West’s Abandonment of Savimbi Seen as Ominous 
34000040c Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
27 Sep 88 p 9 


[Article by Ken Pottinger] 


[Text] Should peace finally break out in strife-torn 
Angola it could ironically come at the expense of the man 
who has fought a 13-year proxy battle for the West. 


The fate of Jonas Savimbi and his anti-Marxist Angolan 
guerrilla group UNITA seems to be in the balance as never 
before. There is every sign that Savimbi’s erstwhile West- 
ern backers—Pretoria and Washington—are prepared to 
dump him in exchange for guarantees that the 50,000- 
strong Cuban taskforce in Angola will be repatriated on a 
fixed timescale. 


The optimism on the Namibian independence issue 
shown by United Nations Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar after last week’s talks with South 
African leaders is indicative of the accelerated pace of 
events in a region where Namibia and related problems 
had seemed intractable until recently. 
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Consequent cries of alarm raised in Jamba (UNITA’s 
south-eastern base) are now being echoed in 
Lisbon, Washington and Johannesburg. 


Savimbi is facing the harsh reality of being sacrificed in 
the interest of entente between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union whose clients have been fighting on the regional 
frontline since 1975. 


The latest round of the Angola, Cuba, SA and U.S. peace 
parley began in Brazzaville yesterday as UNITA admit- 
ted it was in considerable distress. 


Rebel officials said its southern st were under 
fierce pressure from combined Cuban/Angolan forces 
aiming to flush out the guerrillas from traditional areas 
of influence. 


Luanda’s Defence Ministry announced last Thursday 
that its forces had killed 1,300 guerrillas in a three-week 
offensive against a number of key rebel-held positions in 
eastern Moxico province, which controls traffic along 
the Belgian-owned Benguela railway line. The rebels are 
more vulnerable than ever before since their former 
military backers in SA withdrew on September | across 
the Namibian border. 


There are suggestions in Lisbon that a dry season offen- 
sive by government forces against UNITA positions at 
Mavinga in Cuando Cubango province, gateway io the 
rebel’s Jamba base, cannot be ruled out. 


One Western diplomat here said: “UNITA is taking a 
beating, which in the circumstances (waning support 
from Pretoria and Washington) might just prove fatal.” 


Analysts say the Cuban/Angolan forces, equipped with 
sophisticated air defence and radar systems, have dug in 
along the Namibian border and any attempt by SA to 
breach the frontier to aid UNITA will involve unaccept- 
ably high casualties. 


As the pressure has increased, UNITA has been ringing 
alarm bells. Savimbi wrote to his once unflinching ally 
President Reagan last week urging him to restate U.S. 
policy on support for UNITA “because a number of 
African heads of state sympathetic to my cause are 
confused.” 


Fast-moving international events, the South African 
withdrawal and UNITA’s wounding exclusion from the 
current peace talks are leaving Savimbi increasingly 
isolated. 


Reports here suggest that all is not well within UNITA 
itself, while traditional sympathetic civilian populations 
are war-weary and angered by some guerrilla excesses. 


In Lisbon, UNITA spokesman Alcides Saakhala under- 
lined the rebels’ current concerns, warning: “Moscow 
has replaced all the equipment lost by Luanda’s forces in 
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last year’s fighting.” He said UNITA’s assessment was 
that Moscow and Luanda had changed tactics and were 
now seeking a military rather than a negotiated solution 
to the conflict. 


The depth of UNITA’s concern at developments can be 
measured in part by Savimbi’s recent unprecedented 
verbal attack on Portugal’s Secretary of State at the 
Foreign Ministry, Jose Durao Barroso. 


Savimbi soured relations by accusing Barroso of being in 
Luanda’s pocket and bluntly warning of reprisals against 
Portuguese citizens in Angola if UNITA was silenced in 
Lisbon. His attack was prompted by an official caution 
that UNITA officials would be expelled from Portugal if 
they did not adopt a lower profile. 


Observers say Lisbon’s decision to sideline UNITA and its 
many influential supporters in Portugal is a watershed. 


Barroso said Lisbon seeks to build confidence in Luanda, 
opening the door for a multi-Western nation Marshall- 
type plan to invest in and rebuild Angola. The plan, 
backed by Pretoria (“anything bringing Angola closer to 
the West is good”) leaves out UNITA. 


* Savimbi’s Fate in Regional Peace Initiative 
34000040b Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
11 Sep 88 p 21 


[Commentary by Dries van Heerden] 


[Text] In the high-stakes poker game presently being 
played out in Southern Africa the enigmatic and ebul- 
lient Dr Jonas Savimbi remains the joker in the pack. 


At first glance it may seem as if he and his UNITA 
movement have been shuffled out of the deal, but all the 
participants still realize that when the antes are raised, 
Savimbi has the ability to become really “wild.” 


For without UNITA there can really be no prospect for 
lasting peace in Angola, and without peace the Luanda 
government’s total reliance on their Cuban backers will 
not diminish. 


The 54-year-old Jonas Malheiro Savimbi is a survivor 
par excellence. 


Since forming his National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola (UNITA) he has in turn sought help 
from the Red Chinese and North Koreans, had a brief 
flirtation with his former colonial masters, the Portu- 
guese, and eventually found himself enmeshed in his 
present love-hate relationship with Pretoria. 


But now the Swiss-trained political scientist is facing the 
toughest test of his 25-year bush-fighting career. 
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His movement has been conspicuous in its absence from 
the negotiations on the future of Angola and Namibia, 
and finds itself in the embarrassing situation that SA and 
the U.S. have to act as its spokesmen. 


His major sponsor, the South African military, had to 
withdraw south of the border, taking with them their 
formidable array of firepower, armored vehicles and 
long-range artillery. 


Stacked against him is a rejuvenated FAPLA [People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] army still 
heavily supported by Cuban troops and logistics. Their 
morale is high after what they consider to be a military 
victory at Cuito Cuanavale. 


And deep down the UNITA leadership experiences this 
eerie feeling that the sudden close cooperation between 
the two superpowers in Southern Africa may relegate it 
to an expendable bargaining chip, to be sacrificed in 
efforts to win the peace without any side losing face. 


There are ample indicai»ons that the strains are begin- 
ning to show in the ranks of UNITA. The once impreg- 
nable cohesion, bound !»gether by a common loyalty to 
their charismatic leadey, is cracking at the edges. 


Rumors of discontent surfaced over the decision, taken 
at the behest of the SA military to abandon their well- 
proven hit-and-run guerrilla tactics and to engage the 
enemy in & conventional battle at Cuito Cuanavale. 


A new generation of officers is said to be tired of acting 
as a mere convenient buffer zone for SA in south-eastern 


Angola. 


The tell-tale signs of war weariness are showing in the 
south where the locals are becoming increasingly tired of 
being the subjects of occupation by opposing soldiers 
wearing different hues of green fatigues. 


The close alliance with Pretoria is causing an increasing 
feeling of unease, and Dr Savimbi himself was said to be 
shocked with the hostile reception he received from 
black activist groups on his recent visit to the U.S. 


At the same time the Reagan administration has 
embarked on a major campaign to wean UNITA away 
from the South African influesce and to make them 


more dependent on U.S. aid. 


The U.S. is said to be strongly in favor of UNITA 
shifting its headquarters from Jamba in the south to 
Quimbele near the border with Zaire. This would enable 
the U.S. to supply UNITA through their Zaire bases at 
Kamina and Kahemba. 
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From a military point of view this move makes sense. 
UNITA has always been active in the northeast, but the 
main thrust of its operations has been centered in its 
ethnic power base and military strongholds in the 
Cuando Cubango province. 


With the Cuban and FAPLA forces rolling back UNITA 
advances in the south, an escalation of the fighting in the 
less populous, yet strategically more important Moxico 
province, looks like a sound military option. 


Furthermore, there are strong indications that FNLA 
[Angolan National Liberation Front] leader Holden 
Roberto is making efforts to revive his movement which 
all but disbanded after Angolan independence in 1976. 


Strong in the noith and the northwest, the FNLA may 
assist Savimbi, its erstwhile secretary for foreign affairs, 
to tighten the screws on the Luanda Government. 


All these options presuppose that the civil war in Angola 
is to continue for some time yet, even if the negotiations 
do succeed in removing both “big brothers’—Sa and 
Cuba, from the scene. 


This week Savimbi reiterated his willingness to negotiate 
with Luanda about the formation of 2 government of 
national unity. Thus far these calls have been met with 
utter intransigence on the part of the MPLA—they 
would negotiate with UNITA, they say, but never with 
Savimbi himself. 


Some of their fears can be easily understood. Even if 
relegated to a relative junior partner in the coalition by 
the bland Marxists, it is very difficult to envisage how 
the irrepressible Savimbi, being “a good man,” can be 
kept down forever. 


The odds still favor a continuation of the war in Angola. 
The only glimmer of hope lies in the possibility that the 
ravages of the conflict will induce sanity in the warring 
factions and force them to their own negotiation table. 


* Reporter Describes Recent Visit to Luanda 
34000040a Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 


11 Sep 88 p 2 


[Article by David Jackson] 


[Text] Soft-porn continental movies are piped into the 
bedrooms of some of Luanda’s better hotels as visiting 
businessmen burn the midnight oil finalizing the con- 
tracts which could help secure Angola's economic future. 


The flirtation with Western “culture” is visible every- 
where as the war-torn Marxist state prepares to phase out 
the old and ring in the new. 
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The movies are screened with Portuguese and French 
subtitles. Viewing is restricted to adults in the pre-dawn 
hours. They are the more titillating imports from coun- 
tries, such a Sweden, which are pouring in aid and 
expertise as they wait to reap dividends from the peace— 
if and when it arrives. 


There is a constant scurry of executives arriving on the 
weekly TAP [Portuguese Air Transports] flight from 
Lisbon. Armed with bulging briefcases, they often have 
contracts already drawn up. 


Berndt Langstrom is a representative of a Stockholm 
company hoping to tie upa deal on personal computers. 
He says: “We see a gap in the international market. The 
Americans have vacated the field somewhat by with- 
holding diplomatic recognition and through their aid to 
UNITA. We can’t wait for peace to break out. We need 
to get in on the ground now.” 


This week an International Monetary Fund (IMF) delega- 
tion will fly into Luanda for talks on Angola’s application 
to join it—strenuously blocked by the U.S. up to now. 


The tentative moves to a mixed economy are well under 
way. A Filipino company has taken over the contract to 
clean up Luanda. Private taxis cruise the streets. 


The state has loosened the shackles on domestic business 
entrepreneurs. Foreign investment, with strict precondi- 
tions, is being encouraged. The first wave of Portuguese 
traders, who left after independence in 1975, is returning. 


Angola is sub-Sahara’s largest oil producer after Nigeria. 
Oil brings in more than 90 percent of the country’s 
foreign exchange. But the non-oil economy has been 
devastated by the war. 


Earlier this year donor countries pledged $75 million 
(R180 million) in emergency aid to help mend Angola's 
shattered agricultural, mining, manufacturing and trans- 
port sectors. 


Now, through a restructuring reform programme, 
Angola is trying to grope its way into the next century. 


One of the men guiding the country through the lean 
years is Antonio Inacio, 39, governor of the National 
Bank of Angola—an impressive marble building with 
gr rcases and balustrades set just off the 4th of 
F \venue. 


It stands out like a beacon of Angola’s new vision amid 
the rubble and squalor of broken pavements and gutted 
buildings. 


In his first interview with the SA media, Mr Inacio spelt 
Out the strategy through which Angola hoped to wed its 
Marxist past to the new capitalist suitor. 
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Mr Inacio said: “We have a three-year medium-term plan 
for economic recovery which will take us into the 1990s. 


“Foreign investment will be welcome—tregardless of the 
origin of the capital—subject to the conditions we have 
laid down in our reform programme. 


“It will go hand-in-hand with a programme to improve the 
purchasing power of workers and an adjustment of an 
unrealistic prices policy, particularly on the black market.” 


This “parallel” or black market is what keeps Angola 
ticking. Shop shelves are bare. Angolans have to queue 
with ration tickets at state shops which do not even have 
the basic foodstuffs. 


But the black market if flourishing—a hive of private 
bartering with goods bought for foreign currency. 


Mr Inacio said Angola's external debt was $5 billion 
(R12 billion). There was a possibility that much of that 
would be written off by creditors. 


An Angolan policy document on planning notes: “Cen- 
tralized planning of the economy is essential. The 
present system is excessively bureaucratic and central- 
ized and disregards the mechanism of supply and 
demand. major reform is necessary...to combine plan- 
ning with market mechanisms to encourage local and 
entrepreneurial initiative.” 


This is the economic code language for a programme which 
is a radical departure from all that has gone before. 


The Angolan Government is divided over the reform 
programme—particularly where vested interests are 
threatened. Two top officials were sacked earlier this 
year for overstepping the official mark on state TV. 


And the civil service, groaning under the weight of 
bureaucracy, is fearful of job losses. Some officials stand 
to lose privileges such as shopping in special shops which 
have goods not available to ordinary “comrades.” 


Western diplomats are convinced the reform programme 
is on track and will not be derailed. 


Angola is rich in minerals. Mr Inacio says diamonds are set 
to become a significant second to oil—once the govern- 
ment cracks a smuggling racket, in which Unita is allegedly 
involved, which ships out large quantities of the gems. 


Steps are also under way to revitalize Angola's coffee 
industry—and the trilogy of oil, diamonds and coffee 
will provide the base for an economic infrastructure. 


There are also plans for democracy in local govern- 
ment—up to now controlled by appointed officials. And 
municipal assemblies are to be introduced in various 
parts of the country. 
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So slowly, slowly, softly, softly, the veil—which cut off 
ee ne ond ee Cn 
lifted. 


Namibia 


SADF, Demonstrators Clash in Grootfontein 
MBO0311175088 Dakar PANA in English 1543 GMT 
3 Nov 88 


[Text] Windhoek, 3 Nov, (NAMPA/PANA)—Racist 
South African 


non-implementation of the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 
The clash took place in the north-central Namibian town 
of Grootfontein. 


Windhoek’s black township of Katutura on | November. 


The skirmish in Grootfontein occurred when thousands 
of Namibians staged a demonstration to show their 
disapproval and disappointment at the postponement of 
the implementation of the UN independence plan for 
Namibia from | November, as earlier agreed upon at 
recent quadripartite talks involving the U.S., Angola, 
Cuba and South Africa. 


The police, who attempted to break up the protest march 
in Grootfontein, the occupation army's northern supply 
command headquarters and transit base, gave the dem- 
onstrators tl.ree minutes to disperse, but when the pro- 
testers refused to budge, they were attacked by police 
with teargas, dogs and sjamboks [whips]. 


The crowd fought back with stones and the overwhelmed 
racist police had to call in the units of the army who 
attacked the crowd with Buffel combat vehicles, firing 
teargas and rubber bullets while the police waded in with 
— was severely beaten up by 


In the aftermath of the Grootfontein skirmish, four stu- 


while one other was arrested and charged on 2 November 
with obstructing the police and reckless driving. 


Meanwhile, military movements and unusually heavy 
flight schedules are being reported throughout the terri- 
tory as Hercules military transport planes take off from 
Eros Airport in Windhoek heading for the north of the 
country. 


The planes are believed to be carrying heavy armaments 
to the border with Angola where a military build is 
reported with the recent deployment of about 50,000 
racist troops along the frontier with Namibia's northern 
neighbour. 
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Observers note that the heavy concentration of troops in 
the north, the non-implementation of resolution 435 on 
1 November and the bogging down of the quadripartite 
talks indicate sinister motives by the South Africa regime 
in the on-going efforts to find a peaceful solution to the 
Namibian conflict. 


* Inheritance of ‘Massive’ Foreign Debt Feared 


RSA Seeks To Dump Bill 
34000037 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
26 Aug 88 p 15 


[Article by special correspondent] 


[Text] To maintain its illegal occupation of Namibia, 
South Africa has in the past decade resorted to heavy 
financial external borrowing and in the process accumu- 
lated a massive foreign debt of approximately R | -billion. 


With Namibia's independence on the horizon, Pretoria 
is desperately looking for a way of getting itself out of 
this predicament, and has started hinting at the prospect 
of dumping this bill on the new state of Namibia. 


However, the fact that these lovns were secured and 
guaranteed by the Republic of South Africa, which has 
occupied Namibia illegally for 42 years, puts the debt 
ball squarely in South Africa's court. 


The financial cost to South Africa of maintaining its 
illegal grip on Namibia has become staggering over the 
years. 


The 1987/88 budget of the interim government included 
a 20 percent increase in spending on the military, plus a 
further allocation for a newly-established national intel- 
ligence service. 


The interim government's military budget was only a 
fraction of the overall military expenditure in Namibia, 
as Pretoria directly bears the costs of equipment and 
operations, and pays the salaries of the thousands of 
South African troops in the territory. 


In addition, Pretoria has had to bankroll the huge 
bureaucratic apparatus of the apartheid-styled ethnic 
Bantustans and the interim government. 


The cost of the police, the judiciary, the civil service and 
other services such as health and education, have had to 
be borne by Pretoria because of the bankruptcy of its 
imposed govern: rent in Windhoek. 


It is estimated that Pretoria spends more than R6- 
million per day to maintain its presence in Namibia. 


This chaotic state of financial affairs has forced South 
Africa to dig deep and look for financial resources 
elsewhere. The result has been a borrowing spree which 
has created a huge financial bill. 
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Since 1980 Pretoria has raised move than R750-million 
from foreign institutions on behalf of Namibia. 


These loans were unconditionally guaranteed by Pretoria. 


Most or all of the known current issues are in the form of 
interest bearing medium term bonds managed and 
underwritten by South African financial institutions. 
Some earlier smaller issues were direct replacements 
with loans from South Africa and/or European merchant 
banks, and some unpublicised issues of this type may be 
Outstanding at present. 


South Africa, via its appointees in Namibia, has from 
time to time asserted that a substantial proportion of 
these loans are from financial institutions outside South 
Africa. 


However, this is probably not the case (no external 
financial institution holdings can readily be traced). 


It is unlikely that major financial institutions would have 
chosen to hold this paper. It is possible, however, that 
some private banks, especially in Switzerland and West 
Germany, provided some of these borrowings or placed 
a portion of them with their individual clients. 


The basic issue in respect of these borrowings is: whose 
obligation are they, and who is obliged to repay them 
once Namibia is independent? 


In the first instance, the borrowings were issued by the 
South African occupation regime headed by its 
appointed Administrator-General. 


Even if the position of the Administrator-General had 
been legal, the loans would have been a contract which 
the future independent state of Namibia could have 
chosen to accept or reject. It would not (under recent 
practice at independence or under relevant convention 
on rights and duties of succession at independence) have 
been obliged to pay automatically. 


Secondly, from 1946, when the Union of South Africa's 
right to administer the old League of Nations mandate 
on behalf of the British Crown was revoked, South 
Africa’s occupation of Namibia has been illegal. 


This interpretation was affirmed by the international 
Court of Justice in 1971. It further found that as a result, 
South Africa could not lawfully enter into any contract 
or contract any liability in respect of or on behalf of 
Namibia. 


With regard to the South African state, the position is 
different. 
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The securities were issued wiih the full and uncondi- 
tional guarantee of the Republic of South Africa. Thus, 
while the holders (predominantly South African finan- 
cial institutions) have no claim whatsoever on an inde- 
pendent Namibian state, they do appear to have a right 
to demand full payment of interest and principal from 
the South African state, in terms of the guarantee. 


Given this background, and since Pretoria’s borrowings 
were void ‘ab inito,” all being incurred after the revoca- 
tion of the mandate, the future government of an inde- 
pendent Namibia will not regard these loans as being 
obligations of the new state. 


Since the lenders lent directly to South Africa, and secured 
guarantees from the South African state, they must turn to 
the South African treasury for their repayment. 


The debt was void from the outset. The lenders were 
fully aware that they were taking a great financial risk in 
investing their funds in an illegally-occupied country. 


In the final analysis, South Africa will have to pay dearly 
for its intransigence over Namibia's independence. 


SWAPO Denies Liability 
34000037 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
26 Aug 88 p 17 


[Text] SWAPO said on Monday thai it would not be 
liable for debts incurred in Namibia by South Africa in 
the past 42 years—the time Pretoria has ruled the 
territory in defiance of the United Nations. 


“An independent Namibian state is not liable for the 
funds raised by the post mandate-revocation South Afri- 
can occupation regime because that debt is and was 
void,” a SWAPO statement from Luanda said. 


SWAPO said Pretoria was desperately trying to dump its 
debt on a future Namibian government. 


“Since the lenders lent to the South African regime and 
secured guarantees from the South African state, they 
must turn to the South African treasury for their 
payment,” said SWAPO. 


It said that since 1980, Pretoria has raised at least R750- 
million from foreign institutions on behalf of Namibia. 


“The lenders knew full well that they were taking a great 
financial risk in investing their funds in an illegally- 
occupied country,” said the organisation. 
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Mozambique 


Chissano Kaunda on Reelection 
MBO0311194188 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano congratulated Ken- 
neth Kaunda, his Zambian counterpart, on the occasion 
of his new mandate in the leadership of the Zambian 
nation and state. In a message, Chissano underlines that 
Kaunda’s reelection is unequivocal proof of the trust the 
penple, the United National Independence Party, and 
the government have in him in his capacity as leader and 
[words indistinct]. 


President Chissano’s message adds: Comrade President, 
the Mozambican people see in you a consistent leader 
and a combatant for the cause of peoples and political, 
economic, and social (?emancipation), while dedicating 
all your efforts in the fulfillment of the difficult task of 
Africa’s reconstruction and development. 


The supreme leader of the Mozambican revolution 
expresses in his message his appreciation for the exem- 
plary resolve of the Zambian people in the strugyle for 
social, economic, and cultural progress. 


Seeks International Economic Support 
MB04 11083388 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] In Paris, France yesterday, Prime Minister Mario 
da Graca Machungo asked the international community 
to continue to support Mozambique in its economic 
rehabilitation efforts. 


He was speaking at the opening of the second session of 
the consultative group on Mozambique, established 
through the assistance of the World Bank. The session's 
aim is to review the implementation of the economic 
rehabilitation program, assess our country’s needs in 
terms of external financial resources, and compare the 
levels of achievements made so far. 


According to a note from Paris, at the session Mozam- 
bique will present its financial needs, estimated at $800 
million, excluding funds needed for emergency program 
and SADCC projects. According to a source from the 
Mozambican delegation, it is expected that the group 
will come up with this figure after assessing our country’s 


Ugandan Joint Commission Meeting Begins 
MB0411091688 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


0800 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] A meeting of the Mozambique-Uganda Joint 
Commission began in Maputo this morning to discuss 
increased bilateral cooperation. 
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The Ugandan delegation to the meeting is led by Transpor- 
tation and Communications Minister Ruhakana Rugunda, 
who arrived in Maputo last Tuesday. The Mozambique- 
Uganda Joint Commission meeting was preceded by a 
meeting of experts from the two countries who outlined 
cooperation proposals in the fields of trade, agriculture, 
industry, and transportation and communications. 


USSR Grants Food Aid, ‘Favorable’ Credit 
MB04 11075588 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] Mozambique will receive $67.5 million in Soviet 
food aid from 1988-90. During the same period, the 
USSR will grant our country favorable credit of over $45 
million to buy foodstuffs, oil, and construction material, 
Soviet Ambassador to Mozambique Nicolay Dybenko 
told a news conference in Maputo yesterday. 


The ambassador also said that relations between his 
country and Mozambique would receive a new boost in 
various fields in view of the ongoing political, economic, 
and social reforms in the USSR. Dybenko noted that 
cooperation between our two countries would have been 
more effective had it not been for the destabilization 
mounted against our country by the armed bandits. 


7,000 Flee After Renamo Attack 
MB0311170088 Dakar PANA in English 1643 GMT 
3 Nov 88 


[Text] Beira (Mozambique), 3 Nov (AIM/PANA)}— 
More than 7,000 people have arrived in Mozambique's 
Marromeu district on the south bank of the Zambezia 
River, after fleeing from the isolated town of Inhaminga, 
which was attacked by bandits of the South African- 
backed and U.S.-armed MNR on 19 October. 


According to local officials, the bandit attack against 
Inhaminga at about 05:30 local time (03:30 GMT), and 
continued for several hours. 


According to one survivor, in his group 53 people died of 
hunger and illness in the week that they were in the bush. 


* Agrarian Institute Commissioned in Boane 
3442000Sb Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
22 Sep 88 p 8 


[Text] The Boane Agrarian Institute (IAB) in the district 
of Boane, province of Maputo, was officially commis- 
sioned yesterday. The IAB, which has been furnished 
with modern equipment and is described as one of the 
few establishments in the country for technical educa- 
tion, has been provided with a whole series of infrastruc- 
ture facilities which will enable it to accept boarders and 
to provide both theoretical and practical classes. It can 
accommodate 360 students. Minister of Education 
Graca Machel presided at the commissioning ceremony, 
which was attended by a number of individuals affiliated 
with the provect. 
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At this time the final cost of this important undertaking 


involved in tie construction with whom we have been able 
to talk have said that about 260,000 contos have already 


unknown] Program, must be taken into account in connec- 


A Serious Responsibility 


Because of the importance of this project to the educa- 
tion of the Mozambican citizen, along with the natural 
links between the institute and other sectors of life in this 

Alexandre Zandamela, 
Province Raimundo Bila, Secretary 
of State for Technical-Vocational Education Maria dos 
Anjos do Rosario, and other officials on various levels 
spent almost all of yesterday in Boane. Al! of these 
leaders delivered messages in the course of the commis- 
sioning ceremony emphasizing the need for the Boane 
Agrarian Institute to make a decisive contribution to 
enabling the young students to base their work on serious 
technical and scientific knowledge. 


Following the delivery of these messages, Minister Graca 
Machel spoke. Throughout his address, the minister of 
education emphasized the heavy responsibility which 
fal to the teachers, the students and the community in 
general for the maintenance of the institute, which he 
described as “a source of inspiration and new experi- 
ences” for other establishments of the same sort to be 
found in various parts of the country. 


the installed capacity, and what he called the “optimal 
working conditions” provided by the Boane Institute. 
“Here lies our opportunity for struggle and persistence. 
This is evidence that our processes are not linear, but 
complex,” this official commented. He recalled that the 
Se ees La es te 1981, and 

some interruptions intervened before the level seen 
today was reached. 


tional institution. For about an hour, the minister of 
education and his retinue visited the library, classrooms, 
common hall, laboratories, student dormitories and also 
the teachers’ residences. 


Putting great focus on the issues of maintenance, cleaning 
and preservation of the installed equipment, Graca Machel 
praised the impeccable condition of the installations on 
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delivery, while criticizing some details pertaining to pvor 
finishing work in some of the teachers’ housing. In this 
connection, our reporters contacted some builders there 
who reported that work is still continu ng on some housing 
units, since they were only scheduled to be completely 
finished by the month of October. 


It was also learned that the first cadres trained at the 
institute are expected to graduate in 1992. By that time, 
they will have been trained for work in livestock breeding, 
farm mechanization and forestry, among other specialties. 


* Portuguese Company To Renovate Port 
34420005c Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS in Portuguese 


26 Sep 88 p 2 


[Text] A Portuguese enterprise dealing in concrete injec- 
tion has been awarded the contract for the renovation of 
the coastal shipping wharf in the Port of Maputo, follow- 
ing international bidding, according to Alvaro Freitas, 
technical coordinator of the project. 


Alvaro Freitas added that work on the project, which is 
budgeted at about $4 million, is already under way. It 
involves the complete renovation of 300 meters of wharf 
structure which was in a “seriously deteriorated condition.” 


The projects being financed by the ian Develop- 
ment Agency (NORAD) also include the building of a 
new type of skids, so that the terminal can operate 
equipment with a 20-ton capacity. This is scheduled for 
completion in 1989. 


Alvaro Freitas, the Portuguese civil engineer chosen by 
NORAD, said that the goal of the project is to provide 
the coastal shipping wharf with efficient organizational 
capacity and to make it a model for the development of 
other domestic ports. 


“The idea is that on the basis of this terminal, it should 
be possible to do identical work at other Mozambican 
ports, for the purpose of reducing the time vessels must 
remain at the wharf. This has been one of the main 
problems in Mozambican port activity,” he exnlained. 


* State of Workers in GDR Assessed 
34420005d Lisbon O INDEPENDENTE in Portuguese 
16 Sep 88 p il-9 


[Text] The number of Mozambicans working in the 
German Democratic Republic reached 40,000 in the 
early 1980's. Currently it is something in excess of 
20,000. In East Beriin and in Maputo, these individuals 
are described circurmspectly as “student-workers,” and it 
is said that they are employed in the GDR under 
vocational training plans. But the Germans call them 
“nachleistung,” which means workers paid by the piece. 
They do manual! work as butchers and civil construction 
laborers. In fact, they play the same role as the workers 
from Cape Verde do in Portugal or these from Portugal 
in France—they are cheap manpower. 
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Their wages are only partially paid to them personally. 
More than half is sent direct to the authorities in Mozam- 
bique, who subsequently pay the workers in Mozambican 
currency when they return to Maputo. Almosi all of these 
workers feel that they have been deceived, since when they 
were recruited among the urban workers, they were lured 
by the promise cf basic and advan. d vocational training 
which they never received. 


The funds obtained by the Mozambican State as a result 
of emigration to the Eastern dioc countries are substan- 
tial, and they take the place of the income formerly 
obtained from the workers from Sul do Save, who went 
to work on a seasonal basis in the South African mines. 
(In 1974, there were 250,000 of these miners, while 14 
years later, as a result of the limits placed by the South 
Africans on the entry of such workers, the number has 
dropped to 93,000.) 


Swaziland 


King To Review Transfer Decree 
MBO0311145488 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND in English 3 Nov 88 pp 1, 20 


[By Donny Nxumalo] 


[Excerpts] A controversial decree, which gave sweeping 
powers to the Minister for Justice on land and property 
transfer, is to be reviewed, King Mswati II] announced 


yesterday. 


The King appealed to leaders of industry and the general 
public not to panic while the review is taking place. 


Speaking at an open of a Provident Fund building in 
Manzini yesterday afternoon, His Majesty did not elab- 
orate how the review would be done. He only made 
reference to the decree in one paragraph of his speech. 


[passage omitted] 


The decree is dated September 30, and was published a 
few weeks ago, and had immediately sparked widespread 
alarm. 


In tervas of the decree, the Justice Minister was given 
power to force a property owner to sell to anyone he 
chose, and overrule whatever arrangements the property 
owner may have made. 


He has also been empowered to overrule or disregard 
decisions of the Land Control Board when exercising 
these powers if he saw fit. [passage omitted] 


The country’s banks, which are understood to have 
substantial investment in property, held a meeting with 
the governor of the Central Bank, Mr Brian Oliver to 
find out the details of the decree and some banks went on 
to threaten suspension of loans to build houses. [passage 
omitted] 
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Zambia 
* Problems of Pay Increases Highlighted 


Unions Criticize Government 
34000021 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 


16 Sep 88 p 1 
[Article by Agrippa Miti] 


[Text] The Government has awarded public service work- 
ers increments of between K136 and K236 and made 
modest upward adjustments to conditions of service. 


But the package worked out after protracted negotiations 
between the Government and four public service unions 
will not be effected immediately because of a deadlock 
on the date of implementation and duration of the new 


collective agreement. 


Spokesman for the four public service unions Cde Ja~k- 
son Mulenga, who is chairman of the Zambia Natic:.al 
Union of Teachers (ZNUT) told the TIMES in an 
interview that the unions had declared a dispute wi the 
Government from yesterday to allow a mediator to break 


the impasse. 


Unions want the new perks backdated to | January, and 
the collective a,,eement to last only one year because of 
random and frequent price increases on essential goods. 
But government wants salaries effected from | November 
and the agreement to last two years. 


The lowly paid unionised workers will receive K136 
increment while unionised workers in higher brackets 
will receive K236. 


Cde Mv'enga said the four unions had accepted the new 
salaries and conditions of service which include adjust- 
ment to subsistence allowances, own-arrangement housing 
allowance and travel benefits but were disappointed that 
the increases offered by the Govern.nent were “peanuts.” 


“The four public service unions were very disappointed 
with the Government's stand on conditions of service. 
The Government was very negative and unrealistic and 
offered peanuts, to say the least,” Cde Mulenga said. 


He accused permanent secretary for personnel division 
Cde Vincent Malauni who chaired the negotiations 
between the unions and a Government team led by 
permanent secretary for Higher Education Cde Miles 
Banda of bias during the talks. 


“We have rejected this stand and since the Government 
has refused to give in, we are declaring a dispute with 
immediate effect to allow an independent mediator to 
settle the matter,” Cde Mulenga said. 


The new salaries and conditions will be subject to the 
approval of the prices and incomes commission if the 
two parties agree on the effective date of payment with 
the help of a mediator. 
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The unions do not want the collective agreement to last 
two years because the pricing system in Zambia had no 
fixed times of reviews. 


If the unions accepted the two-year period for the 
collective agreement, their members would be adversely 
affected since the new salaries were inadequate. 


The review of salaries and conditions of service were 
proposed by Government which acknowledged that 
inflation had eroded the workers’ pay. 


Cde Mulenga was flanked by general secretary of the 
Civil Servants Union of Zambia, Cde Alec Chirwa, 
general secretary of the ZNUT Cde Albert Chibale, 
general secretary of the National Union of Public Service 
Workers Cde Willie Mbewe and general secretary of the 
Zambia United Local Authorities Workers Union, Cde 
Ndawa Soko. 


The four general secretaries signed the document declar- 
ing the dispute with the Government. 


4 Unions Issue Ultimatum 
34000021 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
7 Sep 88 p I 


[Text] Four public service unions negotiating for 
improved salaries and conditions of service have given 
the Government until today to come up with an accept- 
able offer or be held responsible for “whatever action” 
civil servants may take. 


The unions are the Civil Servants Union of Zambia 

(CSUZ), the Zambia National Union of Teachers 

(ZNUT), the National Union of Public Service Workers 

—” and the Zambia Union of Local Authorities 
orkers. 


Before unions issued the ultimatum at a meeting with 
Government negotiators yesterday, CSUZ chairman 
Cde Henry Kabika said the Government was not only 
dilly-dallying but was offering unacceptable salaries and 
conditions of service. 


During the talks, the Government negotiators said they 
had not received a feedback from higher authorities on 
representations made by the unions but unions rejected 
the explanation and demanded a reply to their proposals 
by today. 


The meeting was the third in a series without much 
progress and Cde Kabika said the unions would no 
longer tolerate this trend because their members were 
tired of waiting. 


Should the Government fail to come up with acceptable 
proposals, the unions would seek other measures to 
achieve their goal. He would not elaborate. 
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‘“‘We have told the Government that we should not be 
held responsible for whatever action civil servants 
decide to take should the Government fail to offer a 
reasonable package. 


“We're worried about the pace and attitude of the 
Government negotiating team,” Cde Kabika said. 


He justified the need for higher salary perks and condi- 
tions of service for public servants, saying rising prices of 
commodities in the past month and future decontrols 
which were inevitable would sharply increase the cost of 
living. 


Cde Kabika said the recent rise in bus fares and other 
social services were just the tip of an iceberg as many 
other commodities would follow suit. 


“There is therefore need for the Government to offer a 
reasonable package that will take into account the inev- 
itable increases in the near future,” he said. 


He also criticised the Government for including medical 
personnel in the negotiations but was offering them basi- 
cally the same salaries as those awarded last December. 


Government negotiators say the Party general confer- 
ence, the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) trade fair and 
the impending elections were partly to blame for the 
delay in concluding negotiations as most of those sup- 
posed to make decisions had been busy. 


Workers Need Higher Wages 
3400002) Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
16 Sep 88 p 1 


[Text] The harsh realities of economic decline have 
manifested themselves in numerous forms in Zambia. 
But none is so apparent as the abject poverty which has 
afflicted most Zambian workers and their families. 


Incomes have been badly eroded by frequent price 
increases on almost all essentials, except mealie meal 
which the Government has continued to subsidise. 


Unlike prices which are adjusted at will by unscrupulous 
traders despite official protests, salary reviews are always 
preceded by protracted, and sometimes acrimonious 
negotiations. The outcome seldom pleases workers. 


The paltry salary increments normally given, which have 
no bearing on the prevailing cost of living, seem to 
suggest that the plight of the Zambian worker will get 
much worse than at present. 


The spirit of collective bargaining has been undermined 
by the indifference of most employers who seem reluc- 
tant to accede even to legitimate and realistic proposals. 
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Perhaps it is high time the Government gave some 
general guidelines to halt the blatant exploitation in 
some industries. The establishment of a poverty datum 
line has been ruled out for the time being. An interim 
measure should be instituted to ensure workers do not 
get a raw deal. 


We welcome the new perks awarded to employees in the 
public sector and hope that both parties will reach 
agreement soon on the effective date of implementation. 


The dispute which the public service unions have 
declared would not have come about had the unionists 
got a more sympathetic hearing. Of course, the Govern- 
ment negotiators have to take into account the cost of the 
treasury, but we fee) a comproniise is still the best way of 
avoiding friction. 


It would be wrong for either party to bully the other over 
such delicate matters. Everybody recognises the reed for 
sacrifice under the current unfavourable economic cli- 
mate, but even that has a limit. 


Let’s face it, if a worker is hungry, his morale is at its 
lowest ebb. It is time employers also reciprocated the 
sacrifice by adequately rewarding their employees to 
ease their difficulties. 


The economic recovery programme can only succeed if 
productivity goes up. Workers are vital cogs in the 
current economic drive. They should be motivated, not 
frustrated, so that they can deliver the goods. 


Unless salaries are raised to realistic levels, general 
economic decline will persist and more lives will be lost 
prematurely as malnutrition cases shoot up each day. 
That must not be allowed to happen. 


* Youth Resettlement Termed Successful 


Group Completes Training 
34000023a Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 18 Sep 88 p 1 


[Article by Remmy Kabali and David Nyirenda} 


[Text] The first batch of 1,070 youths at Kambilombilo 
youth resettlement centre in Ndola Rural had success- 
fully completed the first phase of the training pro- 
gramme and were yesterday counting themselves to join 
the nation in food production. 


At least 28,000 hectares of land has been set aside for the 
resettlement programme in which each youth will be 
allocated four hectares. 


At a colourful passout parade which was officiated by 
Copperbelt member of the Central Committee Cde 
Rankin Sikasula the youths put up an impressive dem- 
onstration of basic military skills after their four-month 
stint at the camp. 
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Accompanied by Minister of Defence General Malimba 
Masheke and Member of the Central Committee Cde 
Enock Kavindele, a cheerful Cde Sikasula said the suc- 
cess achieved in completing the first phase of the training 
did not come as a miracle but was a result of attention, 
zeal, and determination shown by both settlers and their 
instructors in overcoming obstacles. 


He said the programme at its inception had been marred 
by misinformation which had inevitably led to misun- 
derstanding between the settlers and centre leadership 
resulting into nasty incidences and desertions. 


Cde Sikasula said the completion of the military training 
was to be followed by an important phase of food 
production which would determine individual success 
on the land. 


Also at the ceremony were Minister of State for Defence 
Cde Otema Musuka, Zambia National Service [ZNS] 
commandant Cde Dickson Zulu and other high ranking 
Party and Government officials. 


The Party and Government team was told during the 
tour that desertions had been drastically reduced and 
morale among the settlers and Zambia National Service 
instructors was “very high.” 


With a bulldozer lent to the settlers by Cde Kavindele, 
the officers said they were optimistic the Kambilombilo 
area would be self-sufficient in food. 


ZNS commandant Brigadier General Dickson Zulu said 
the youths who had resisted military training had now 
willingly agreed and acquired various military skills. 


Brigadier General Zulu pledged the service was commit- 
ted to implementing the Party and Government’s pro- 
gramme of the youth resettlement scheme. 


Cde Sikasula presenied gifts to four outstanding recruits 
who ha® excelled in various courses. 


The overall prize went to Cde Foster Nambeya, and others 
were Cde Leonard Ludaka, Cde Andrew Chota, and Cde 
Levy Sakapi. 


Two settlers who were previously unemployed Cde Whi- 
teson Simbeya of Luanshya and Cde Reginah Kasani said 
in an interview they were happy to be at Kambilombilo. 


Since the programme started in May only one recruit 
Andrew Mwenya died. “He died of malaria and not of 
beatings as some people have said,” Cde Zulu said. 
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Resettlement Described 
34000023a Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
19 Sep 88 p 1 


[Text] The silver lining to the once dark Kambilombilo 
cloud has emerged. More than 1,000 young men and 
women have successfully completed four months of 
strenuous military training. 


Who would have imagined that to happen given the 
situation that prevailed when that youth resettlement 
project, situated hundreds of kilometres out in the bush 
in Ndola Rural, was launched early in the year? 


But Kambilombilo is a changed and a success story. At 
least it has belied its detractors. The Party and its 
Government must be congratulated for making such a 
bold step. 


It may be too early to praise the whole youth resettle- 
ment programme—there is another camp in Lusaka 
Province from which youths are expected to finish their 
military drill shortly and more schemes are planned for 
other regions—but the fact that so many youths have 
gone through the “most hated” phase of it is enough 
proof that it is a viable undertaking. 


The programme, like the rural reconstruction scheme of 
1975 and the compuslory national service before it, drew 
vitriolic criticism from cynics all over but nobody in the 
Party and its Government leadership has ever promised 
that those who opted for it would be given five-star-hotel 
treatment. 


The Minister of Defence General Malimba Masheke has 
always been candid on what the programme is all about. 


He said on 4 May on his return from Kambilombilo 
when he learnt of recruits running away: “Some of the 
youths were told (wrongly) that they would undergo 
various courses at the camp, be paid handsome salaries 
and be provided with posh accommodation. 


“The truth is that the youths will take part in the erection 
of their own accommodation which they will use tempo- 
rarily until such a time that they are able to construct 
typical village houses. 


“They will also have to till land, plant and weed on their 
own and whatever they will yield is for their own benefit. 
The programme is not meant for those who do not want 
to work hard.” 


We Say keep it up to the gallant pioneers of resettlement. 
They have completed phase one and have entered the 
crucial stage where the results of their work means much 
more not only to themselves but also to the nation as a 
whole. 
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They have to show that the four hectares each will be 
allocated produces food. In fact they have to prove to the 
authorities that they need more land than that. 


Resettlement isn’t concentration, indoctrination, deten- 
tion or labour camping: it is exploiting the land for 
development. 


* Politicians’ Empty Promises Scored 
34000022c Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 18 Sep 88 p 1 


[Text] Chairman of the Zambia Congress of Trade 
Unions Cde Frederick Chiluba has said Zambian citi- 
zens are now able to see clearly that there is a big gap 
between promises and their implementation. 


Speaking in Lusaka yesterday Cde Chiluba said although 
politicians might have been genuine in making promises 
of improved welfare to people, it was clear the imple- 
mentation of those promises had not succeeded entirely. 


“Present economic conditions were creating extreme 
anxieties in the minds of the Zambian people,” he said. 


Cde Chiluba who was opening the quadrennial confer- 
ence of the Hotel and Catering Workers Union said the 
harsh economic conditions made the present days “a 
very decisive stage” in the history of trade unions. 


“Trade unions in Zambia have reached a decisive stage 
because economic conditions are terribly risky and the 
ground very slippery,” he said. 


He said this was a time that trade unions did not need to 
be reminded about unity and strength in their ranks. 


He said although Zambia’s economic resources had been 
to crisis point trade unions should not allow promotion 
of industry at the expense of the welfare of workers. 


Cde Chiluba reiterated his call that no Government 
could claim to be socialist while decontrolling all prices. 


“The Government must not think that we are just critical 
of its policies. We are alert and aware of the problems.” 


He said had Zambian demographers and economic planners 
had foresight they would not have advised Government to 
introduce free education and free medical services. 


“Although the intention was noble, the reality is that 
those in the Party and its Government intended to help 
have suffered,” he said. 


FBIS-AFR-88-214 
4 November 1988 


* State-Run Shops Understocked, Overcrowded 
34000022b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
9 Sep 88 p 7 


[Text] Government will not rescind the decision to ban 
individual businessmen from trading in essential goods 
as a measure to curb black marketeering and smuggling, 
Minister of Works and Supply Cde Haswell Mwale said 
in Lusaka yesterday. 


Cde Mwale who is national contingency planning commit- 
tee chairman said only State shops would deal in essentials. 


He said this in the wake of repeated calls from business- 
men and some councils to allow them to deal in some of 
the items to decongest State shops. 


“The Party and its Government will not allow individual 
businessmen to deal in essential goods but will continue 
to flood State shops.” 


The measure had been taken to stop rampant black 
marketeering and smuggling. 


“But in future the Government may screen some traders 
who will apply to sell essentials,” he said. 


Cde Mwale said endless queues at State shops were 
caused by dishonest people who were reselling the goods 
on the black market despite Government efforts to flood 
State shops. 


Initially there had been some problems in obtaining raw 
materials which had resulted to shortages but the com- 
panies dealing in essentials had successfully overcome 
them by obtaining foreign exchange through Femac. 


Cde Mwale cited ROP [Refined Oil Products] which had 
problems with production of cooking oil because of 
scarcity of raw materials but these were now flowing in 
Zambia by rail from Dar es Salaam. 


Early this week Kitwe governor Cde Peter Lishika said 
queues for essentials had become unbearable and urgent 
measures were needed to improve the situation. 


He said the solution to the problem was the establishment 
of more retail outlets. 
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Cde Lishika said the provincial contingency planning 
committee had recommended to manufacturers that 
some township traders be allowed to sell sugar, cooking 
oil or salt but that the recommendations had yet to be 
implemented. 


Lately State shops had been congested with women 
pushing each other for essentials and reports of custom- 
ers being whipped by vigilantes who are sent to control 
the crowd. 


Cde Mwale said it was the duty of the local Party 
leadership to intensify political education. 


* Consolidated Copper Mines Post Profit 
34000023b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 


15 Sep 88 p 1 


[Text] ZCCM [Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines] has 
made a net profit of K372 million for the financial year 
just ended compared to a loss of K562 million in the 
previous period. 


The company made a pre-tax profit of K644 million but 
this was reduced to a net profit of K372 million after 
taking into account mineral export tax amounting to K255 
million and income tax totalling K17 million. 


According to a company statement ZCCM production of 
finished copper at 473,084 tonnes was marginally higher 
than that achieved in the last year. 


ZCCM chairman and chief executive Cde Francis 
Kaunda said in his review of the company’s Operations 
that three ore sources and four metallurgical plants were 
shut down and placed on a care and maintenance basis 
with the loss of 50,000 tonnes of copper in potential 
production during the year. 


The loss was however offset largely by improved produc- 
tivity and higher efficiency. 


On cobalt, Cde Kauda said production continued to be 
tailored to market requirements. A total of 4,694 tonnes 
of finished metal was produced compared to 4,160 
tonnes in the last financial year. 


Cde Kaunda said ZCCM has a crucial role to play in the 
nation’s new recovery programme whose cornerstone 
was growth mainly from the nation’s own resources. 


“The company’s main task in this programme is to 
maximise the generation of foreign exchange which is 
essential to sustain the national economy and to fuel the 
diversification process,” he says. 


On diversification, he says the company’s two main 
subsidiaries, Mulungushi Investments and ZAL Hold- 
ings operated profitably in the year under review. 
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Benin 


Kerekou on Economic Problems, Ties With France 
AB2310151488 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 22 Oct 88 


[News conference with President Mathieu Kerekou for 
visiting French journalists in Cotonou on 22 October] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Unidentified reporter] Mr 
President, like all Third World states, Benin has suffered 
the adverse effects of the world economic crisis. How is 
your country trying to solve the problems resulting from 
these adverse effects? To what extent have the IMF 
conditions affected your social policy? 


[Kerekou] Indeed, Benin, like all Third World countries, 
is confronted with the serious adverse effects of the 
world economic crisis. We thank you sincerely for raising 
this thorny issue, which is of particular interest and 
merits an appropriate answer. As you said, our country, 
the People’s Republic of Benin, like the other Third 
World countries, is conironted with considerable eco- 
nomic difficulties despite the daily laudable efforts made 
by the popular masses in urban and rural areas. We do 
not have industries in Benin. We have only our arms and 
Our machetes to produce cotton and (?groundnuts) 
[words indistinct], but their prices are too low. We 
import manufactured products from industrialized 
countries at high prices. 


Actually, this means that poor Third World countries 
supply rich countries with capital while the rich, indus- 
trialized countries grant loans with high interest to the 
poor countries. Indeed, we are caught in a vicious circle. 
We do not know who aids whom. 


Now you have asked us how far the IMF conditionalities 
have affected our social policy? First, from 1982 to 1988, 
we held negotiations, which means that these conditio- 
nalities have seriously affected our society and continue 
to do so. [passage omitted] 


We have a university and we send our students every- 
where, and they (?succeed well), because this is a pecu- 
liarity of the Latin Quarter [name given Benin due to 
large number of its citizens with higher education]. 
When they return home they cannot find jobs, and they 
are not prepared to take up farming, and there is thus 
dissatisfaction. This then is the situation that we 
must...[changes thought] These are the constraints the 
IMF laid on us before helping us. 


(?But apart from) our cotton, Benin is also exploiting oil. We 
have mentioned a scandal involving Saga Petroleum Com- 
pany [word indistinct], the branch of a Norwegian company. 
[passage indistinct] the little oil exploited yielded 67 billion 
CFA francs, out of which we deducted 64 billion CFA francs 
just to pay interest [words indistinct]. Benin got only 3 
billion CFA francs. [passage omitted] 
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[Unidentified reporter] Mr President, concerning your rela- 
tions with France, could you comment on Benin-France 
cooperation? 


{[Kerekou] France is [words indistinct]. France was the 
former colonial power here and it is the country that 
helps us most. It is with France that we have maintained 
good relations because bilateral cooperation is going 
well. Both countries can therefore be satisfied with the 
level of this cooperation despite the ups and downs 
experienced. This is normal. 


DPRK Officials Continue Political Lectures 
ABO111113488 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] The visiting DPRK Workers Party delegation 
is now in Natitingou, where Dr (Ri Jang-fo) and Dr (Kut 
Song-bak) today gave a political lecture at the Abdoulaye 
Issa Hall. The themes discussed were the principles of 
depending primarily on one’s own resources in the 
struggle for an independent economy, the DPRK expe- 
rience, the role of the party’s local branches and mass 
Organizations, and the role of the people’s organizations 
in sensitizing the masses on the tasks defined by the 
party. Also discussed were women and the methods that 
the party’s local branches have of working with the 
popular masses. 


Due to the importance of the themes for the militants of 
the Beninese revolution, members of the provincial 
secretariat of the party, the State Committee for Provin- 
cial Administration, the Revolutionary Committees for 
District Administration, the provincial and district exec- 
utive committees of the party’s mass >rganizations, and 
the revolutionary committees of ':c Atacora garrison 
attended in great numbers and listened attentively to the 
lecture. [passage omitted] 


Burkina Faso 


Compaore Denounces Army Unrest Under Sankara 
AB3110204288 Paris AFP in French 1447 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 31 Oct (AFP)}—The Burkinabe head 
of state, Captaine Blaise Compaore, severely criticized the 
People’s Army of Burkina Faso as it existed in the time of 
the CNR, the supreme political organ of which Thomas 
Sankara, who was killed in a coup d’etat on 15 October 
1987, was the chairman. These direct attacks could be a 
prelude to a purge of the Army, according to observers. 


Addressing a class of officers of the Regular Army who 
have just graduated from the Po (in the southern part of 
the country) Military Academy, President Compaore 
stigmatized the “leftist tendency and the thirst for anar- 
chy” of certain men in the Army and “the deviationist 
wing of the CNR,” which, he said, “gave officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and other lower ranks political 
and administrative roies that had nothing to do with 
their ideological and technical levels.” He thought ti : 


FBIS-AFR-88-214 
4 November 1988 


“there were flaws in the revolutionization of the Army, 
which reveal behavior that is contrary to the noble ideals 
of the democratic and popular revolution.” Further- 
more, the Burkinabe president denounced “unprece- 
dented sycophancy, unscrupulous ambition, and unprec- 
edented opportunism” that were rife, according to him, 
among the cadres and in the lower ranks of the Army, 
instead of “active solidarity among comrades in arms.” 


Capt Blaise Compaore also criticized the Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), which were set up 
by Thomas Sankara. Capt Blaise Compaore accused these 
CDR’s of creating unrest in the Army. “The unrest in the 
Army was born out of people shirking their responsibilities 
or their refusal to take any initiatives of command by 
taking refuge behind popular structures in the garrisons,” 
he said. This situation, the head of state said, created or 
encouraged laxity, indiscipline, and a resigned attitude 
among the leaders and some cadres. According to the head 
of state, the “rectification movement,” of which he is the 
chairman, is busy correcting and getting rid of all the 
impediments to the construction of a true people’s army. 


Compaore Criticizes Discusses Elections 
PM0111150688 Paris LE MONDE in French 
16-17 Oct 88 p 3 


[Report on interview with President Blaise Compaore by 
Jose-Alain Fralon in Quagadougou—date not given] 


[Excerpt] Ouagadougou—{Passage omitted] “Thomas 
Sankara,” Compaore explained, “did a number of things. 
Some were beneficial to the people, others were not. If we 
now rehabilitate him, not many people will support us. 
The people have suffered.” 


The criticisms he leveled at the former president, which 
he expressed without any obvious aggressiveness, are 
numerous: first, his “voluntarism”—‘“this method of 
settling economic questions in a mechanical way, with- 
Out taking account cf the real situation.” What remains 
of socialism? “Our revolution,” he replied, “is taking 
place in a bourgeois context. Our objective is growth. We 
need to develop capitalism. But this capitalism must not 
be developed at the people’s expense. We have never 
considered socialism.” 


He smiled when we talked to him about “openness.” 
“You know that openness is not easy. It is difficult to 
know to what extent we can have openness while still 
controlling the apparatus. But all the people must enjoy 
the freedom to organize in the framework of the anti- 
imperialist struggle. This freedom does not just belong to 
the communists.” 


Does he plan to hold free elections one day? “We are still 
in a restructuring phase. When the time comes, congress 
will have a major debate on internal policy.””- Why did he 
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not criticize the previous regime during Sankara’s life- 
time? “The main leader (he no longer uses the name 
”*Thomas“—LE MONDE editor’s note) always crushed 
the organization cadres to prevent criticisms reaching 
the highest level.” 


Finally, here are some examples of his talent for diplo- 
macy: “Our abstention in the United Nations (on New 
Caledonia—LE MONDE editor’s note) should not be 
interpreted as suppori for a colonial situation. But, if the 
French Government makes efforts to ensure self-deter- 
mination, we must support it.” 


Will he attend the next Franco-African summit in Rabat, 
in view of the fact that Burkina Faso has been absent 
from these meetings since the Vittel meeting in October 
1983? “In principle, we are opposed to this kind of 
meeting, because we cannot see what purpose they serve. 
But Burkina Faso does not want to remain outside any 
forum in which important questions can be discussed. 
We want to express our viewpoint there. These discus- 
sions must provide an opportunity for presenting prob- 
lems and drawing conclusions.” 


Cabinet Views City’s Redistricting, Ghana Ties 
ABO0311090488 Ouagadougou Domestic Service 
in French 2200 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Excerpts] The cabinet met today in its weekly session 
under the chairmanship of Captain Blaise Compaore, 
the head of state. The cabinet discussed topics on its 
agenda and the Ministry of Territorial Administration 
adopted a draft decree that brought about an adminis- 
trative reorganization of the city of Bobo Dioulasso. This 
reorganization divides the second city of Burkina Faso 
into three districts. [passage omitted] 


Each district will elect one mayor. [passage omitted] 


For the Ministry of Planning and Cooperation, the 
cabinet examined the relations between our country and 
the sister Republic of Ghana as part of preliminary 
activities preparing for the coming joint commission 
meeting scheduled for 8-10 November in Ouagadougou. 
The cabinet hailed the excellent bonds of cooperation 
between our two countries and reasserted the need for 
the Burkinabe and Ghanaian peoples to consolidate 
bilateral ties in the political, economic, and sociocultural 
fields. [passage omitted] 


International on Torture of Prisoners 
AB2610104388 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 26 Oct 88 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] The human rights group Amnesty Intenational 
has expressed concern about the reported torture of 
political prisoners in Burkina Faso. An Amnesty report 
said many people who were arrested after the coup which 
brought Captain Blaise Compaore into power a year ago 
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are being tortured and ill-treated. Amnesty said 17 
political prisoners arrested at the time of the coup were 
still in jail and have not been brought to trial. 


Coniederation of Trade Unions Formed 
ABO211140588 Dakar PANA in French 1116 GMT 
2 Nov 88 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 2 Nov (AIB/PANA)—A new group of 
affiliated trade unions called the General Confederation of 
Labor of Burkina Faso (CGTB) was created last week in 
Ouagadougou. This new group of affiliated trade unions, 
which ended its constitutive congress on 29 October, 
includes half a dozen autonomous trade unions and con- 
cerns workers in the fields of environment, tourism, con- 
struction, hydrocarbons, bakeries, geology and mining, tax- 
ation and real estate, higher education and research, and 
brewing. The task of the new group of affiliated trade unions 
is to bring together workers, without regard for political or 
religious leanings, and to defend their moral and material 
interests. 


The creation of the CGTB is a step toward the unity of 
anti-imperialist trade unions, Mr Sagnon Tole, the sec- 
retary general of the newly created organization stressed. 
In his closing address to the constitutive congress, he 
stressed that the CGTB wants to inherit and continue the 
work of those trade union organizations which have 
uncompromisingly fought for the defense of the material 
and moral interests of workers and for democratic and 
trade union freedoms. 


Ghana 


Asamoah Says RSA President Not Welcome 
AB0311184288 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 3 Nov 88 


[Text] The secretary for foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asa- 
moah, has said that Ghana will not approve of any visit 
to the country by the South African president, Mr P.W. 
Botha, when there is r~ indication that this will lead to 
the dismantling of ap ~theid in South Africa. He said 
meetings with Both will not be possible in circum- 
stances that will not be acceptable to the liberation 
movement in South Africa. 


Dr Asamoah made these remarks in an interview with 
the GNA [GHANA NEWS AGENCY] in Accra. He 
noted that the OAU recognizes the need for some 
African countries like Zambia to have links with South 
Africa because the colonialists structured their econo- 
mies to be dependent on that country. He said this must 
however, not be the case for Cote d’Ivoire [Ivory Coast] 
and Zaire, which allowed visits by the racist leader. 


Mr Asamoah stated that it is not for African countries to 
talk with Botha about the internal situation in South 
Africa because Botha knows that he has to talk to 
articulate South African black leaders. He said Botha, 
and not Africa, stands to gain from the recent visits 
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because if he is seen as a friend of Africa it will enable 
him to break his isolation, and also help him to thwart 
efforts at the imposition of sanctions by the international 
community. 


Criticizes Mobutu, Houphouet 
ABO0211181088 Paris AFP in English 1737 GMT 
2 Nov 88 


[Text] Accra, Nov 2 (AFP)—Ghana’s foreign minister, 
Obed Asamoah, on Wednesday criticized Ivory Coast 
and Zaire for holding talks with South African President 
P.W. Botha, and said his government hoped no other 
black African states will do likewise. 


Mr Asamoah told the GHANA NEWS AGENCY that 
Ivory Coast had no economic reason for providing landing 
rights to South African Airways, and suggested that pres- 
sure from African states had caused Zaire to rethink the 
prospect of further talks with the Pretoria Government. 


South African President P.W. Botha recently visited 
Mozambique and Malawi as well as Zaire and Ivory 
Coast, and Mr. Asamoah said Pretoria wanted to make 
friends in the rest of Africa without making an effort to 
end apartheid at home Ghana would never consider 
hosting a visit by Mr. Botha without some clear indica- 
tion that it would lead to dismantling of apartheid, he 
said in the interview. 


19 GBC Workers Dismissed; TV Suspended 
ABO111183988 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT | Nov 88 


[Text] Nineteen workers of the Ghana Broadcasting Cor- 
poration [GBC] have been summarily dismissed for their 
part in the assault of a radio announcer who was on duty 
this afternoon. They are Emmanuel Sodjinshi, TV techni- 
cian; S.P. Sangbe, technician, television; Kofi Arthur, 
technician television; Amadu Yekini, laborer; S.A. Darku, 
fitting shop; Yeboah Annan, fitting shop; Ibrahim Addy, 
OB [expansion unknown]; Eric Vigbedor, television; 
Daniel Akafo, administration; Ibrahim Hollison, radio; 
George Bnabeng, stores; George “ithon, cleaner; E.K. 
Amponsah, Owusu, O.B. Rigger, Geore Denkyi, transmit- 
ters; Kwame Tawiah, mason; Steven r.urtex rigger; Musa 
Sisala, watchman; Sampson Amoako, links. 


An official statement issued in Accra this evening said 
that in addition, five officers of the local union have also 
been dismissed. They are H.K. Agyapong, Ellis Quaye, 
Joe Martey, Harry Ogoe and D.A. Anum. Several work- 
ers have also been arrested by the police for acts of 
intimidation and lawlessness. 


Following the incident, the secretary for information has 
directed that GBC should operate on a skeleton staff 
wita effect from this evening. There will be no television 
transmission today. All personnel of GBC are to remain 
at home and await further directives. 
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GBC Staff Demonstrates 
ABO0111210088 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 1! Nov 88 


[From the “Ghana Newsreel” program] 


[Excerpt] A number of GBC [Ghana Broadcasting Cor- 
poration] workers have been summarily dismissed and 
others arrested following demonstrations at the yard 
today. Yaw Afari-Darko reports: 


At about 10 o’clock in the morning, a small group of GBC 
workers with red bands around their heads and wrists 
converged on the Broadcasting House waging placards and 
singing war songs. Their dramatic appearance took the 
house by surprise. As the group paraded the house, it 
became obvious from the inscriptions on the placards what 
they wanted. They had come to demand the reinstatement 
of five local union leaders who had been banned from 
entering the Broadcasting House. The affected leaders 
were alleged to have embarked on a move to incite the 
workers against the director general. 


The demonstrators apparently had decided to stage, as 
one of the placards indicated, a peaceful demonstration, 
but the situation got out of control after efforts by some 
of the board members and spokesmen of the demonstra- 
tors to resolve the problem reached a stalemate. Some of 
the workers stormed the studios and locked them up 
: Yer reportedly assaulting some of the program staff on 
uty. 


A group of antiriot policemen, led by Mr Wellenkaki, 
commissioner of police in charge of operations, came in 
shortly after to restore peace and order. Following the 
demonstration and the disruption of transmission, 19 
workers of the GBC have been summan.ly dismissed for 
their part in the assault of a radio announcer who was on 
duty this afternoon. [passage orvitted] 


Normal Broadcasting Resumes 
ABO0211135888 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] The three services of the Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation [GBC] resumed transmitting normally this 
morning foliowing the incident of yesterday which led to 
a 4-hour closedown of the radio up to 6 pm and total 
cancellation of television transmission for last night. 
Radios I and II opened at 0530 this morning with 
skeleton staffs. All scheduled programs and news bulle- 
tins were broadcast as usual. 


13 More GBC Workers Dismissed 
ABO211190288 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Text] Thirteen more workers of the Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation [GBC] have been summarily dismissed fol- 
lowing further investigations into the events which cul- 
minated in the assault of a a radio announcer yesterday. 
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They are Ganyor K.M., Susannah Nkrumah, Andrews 
Laryea, Obodai Odai Laryea, R.O. Ayeh, Ketemete 
A.K., Kete Louis, B.A. Anum, Sam Baidoo, E. Dougan, 
W.Y.C. Quarshie, G. Yoyo, I.B. Commey. A statement 
issued today said investigations are still going on and any 
worker found to have taken part in yesterday's attempts 
to cause damage to vital radio equipment, and in the 
physical assault on Miss Pappoe, the announcer, will be 
deait with. 


Meanwhile the Ministry of Information has directed that 
staff of the following departments are to report at Broad- 
casting House tomorrow: news and current affairs, radio, 
television, technical support, and power. They are to 
report in their respective shifts. 


GBC Director’s Dismissal Sought 
AB0211220788 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has apparently been quite a (?scuffle) at the 
Ghana Broadcasting Corporation [GBC]. Yesterday the 
radio station suddenly went off the air in dramatic circum- 
stances. Our corrspondent, Ben Ephyson, was listening at 
the time and he telexed this report. 


{Begin Ephyson recording] I had been quite unwell for 
the past 10 days and had been lying in bed listening to 
the Ghanaian Broadcasting Corporation on the radio. At 
about 1030 yesterday morning, the station went dead 
and I thought it was a power cut. I live near the GBC and 
whenever there is a power cut I can hear their automatic 
transformer go into action with a loud noise, but this 
time it did not happen, and I later found that other GBC 
stations had gone dead too. 


The next time the GBC came on the air was half past | 
in the afternoon, and an official statement said 19 
workers of the GBC had been dismissed for assaulting a 
radio announcer. The statement went on: Five GBC 
union leaders had been sacked, and the police had 
arrested a number of GBC workers for acts of lawless- 
ness. And last night, the PNDC secretary for informa- 
tion, Dr Mohamed Abdallah, directed that the corpora- 
tion should work on a skeleton staff and that all the GBC 
workers should stay home to await further instructions. 
But the official statement did not give the reasons for 
yesterday’s drama at the station. 


The trouble began in May of this year when the GBC 
shop stewards passed a resolution calling for the removal 
of the corporation’s director general, Mr Fifi Hesse. 
They accused him of breaking the GBC collective agree- 
ment, of disregarding staff welfare, and of running the 
GBC in an autocratic manner. There were resolutions in 
support from all the regions. Armed with these docu- 
ments in May, ' went to see Mr Fifi Hesse, who then had 
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banned the five union officials from entering the GBC 
premises. He explained that the problem was caused by 
a few misguided individuals and said that the matter 
would soon be settled. 


Well, its been 6 months now and it seems that the resolution 
had a broad base because yesterday's 19 dismissed workers 
included technicians, laborers, a newsreader, masons, driv- 
ers, cleaners, and administrative staff. In Ghana, it is usual 
for workers to protest for better conditions but not for them 
to question their leader. The GBC is a sensitive outfit in 
Ghana and the next few days should be interesting. [end 
recording] 


Commentary Blames Demonstrators 
AB0211160588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 2 Nov 88 


[Bernard Kpong commentary] 


{Text] There was no radio broadcast on GBC [Ghana 
Broadcasting Corporation] for a total of 4 hours yester- 
day afternoon, while TV was completely off the air last 
night. Though some of those responsible for the trouble 
have already been dealt with, and the whole matter is 
still under consideration, some aspects of the incident 
are significant. It all started as a demonstration by a 
handful of workers. They carried placards and paraded 
the lawns of GBC calling for the recall of some of the 
local union officials who had been suspended following 
actions they took in May this year. Even though the 
demonstration was clearly illegal, noisy, and almost 
disrupted an important meeting of the GBC program 
management committee, it is worthy of note that no 
attempt was made to break it up. 


Indeed, management, led by two members of the corpo- 
rations’ board of governors, received a delegation sent by 
the demonstrators and tried to reason with them. They 
were assured that the matter was receiving the active 
consideration of the government. In addition, they were 
told that the board was prepared to meet all the workers 
this week to inform them of the efforts of the board to 
resolve the matter concerning the suspended union offic- 
ers. But the demonstrators would not listen. Come the 
time for resuming radio transmission in the afternoon, 
some of them physically manhandled a lady announcer 
on duty in the studio, pushed her out, and locked the 
studios. They had earlier confronted a senior studio 
technician in a similar way. It took about an hour for 
transmision to be resumed before being closed down for 
the rest of the afternoon. 


It is instructive that the spokesman for the demonstra- 
tors had earlier given the assurance to management that 
no attempt would be made to disrupt broadcast opera- 
tions. Assuming that they meant what they said, the 
subsequent disruption and violence shows that they 
could not control the rest of the demonstrators. The 
blame for this lies squarely with those who organized the 
whole things, and it would not be a defense for them to 
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claim that they did not intend what actually happened, 
for they should have foreseen all the possible conse- 
quences of their original step. As steps are taken to 
restore normalcy at the GBC, it is hoped that the proper 
lessons have been learnt. That is, the need to use existing 
peaceful channels for the settlement of disputes. 


IMF Director Praises Economic 
AB2210175088 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 22 Oct 88 


[Text] The executive director of the International Mon- 
etary Fund, Mr (Gassem Salekoo) has left Africa for New 
York after a 6-day visit to Ghana. He told newsmen at 
the airport that Ghana is now an example of some few 
developing countries which have succeeded in restruc- 
turing their economies through structural adjustment 
programs. Mr (Salekoo) attributed Ghana’s success to 
the great sacrifices of her people and the political will of 
the government to implement structural adjustment for 
the country’s economic recovery. He said as a result of 
this success, Ghana has won international confidence 
and respect and this is enabling her to obtain interna- 
tional financial assistance. 


The secretary for finance and economic planning, Dr 
Kwesi Botchway, has presented Mr (Salekoo) with a gold 
coin embossed with Ghana's Coat of Arms as a token of 
his fruitful service and cooperation with the government 
and people of Ghana. 


PNDC Deputy, District Secretaries Appointed 
AB2110203588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Text] New appointments and changes of PNDC deputy 
and district secretaries have been announced. Mr Martin 
Hamidu, deputy Volta regional secretary, moves to the 
Ministry of Justice as deputy secretary. Mr Francis 
Agbley has been appointed the new Volta regional dep- 
uty secretary, while Miss Francisca Isaka becomes the 
deputy secretary for local government. Mr Ralph Ocloo 
has been appointed the PNDC district secretary for 
Keta. He replaces Mr Jackson Apade who now assumes 
rersponsibility for the Akatsi District. Mr E.K. Botch- 
way, the current district secretary for Akatsi, is to revert 
to his former place of employment. 


Commentary United Cocoa Policy 
AB28 10200588 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 28 Oct 88 


[Kodjo Appelieh commentary] 


[Text] The decision of Cote d'Ivoire [Ivory Coasi] to 
withold cocoa supply rather than sell in a Gepressed 
market is said to have immediately forced up cocoa 
future prices from a low of $1,330 per ton to $1,440. 
Cote d'Ivoire, which is the leading producer of cocoa, 


plans to store the commodity in 1988-1989 if prices 
remain low, a policy which (?freight) sources believe 
could lead to a shortage for chocolate manufacturers in 


not surprising. The market in cocoa is dominated by 
of cocoa production world- 


+3 
if 


more spectacular result. Besides, last month's meeting of 
the Cocoa Producers Alliance in Lome was thought to have 
provided a forum for coordinating the positions of coun- 
tries which betwern them account for some 80 percent of 
the world outpu’. The combined effort of all 12 members 
of the Cocca Producers Alliance would have made it 


It is not known why the Ivorians are going it alone, but it 
is worthwhile recalling that the Ivorian economy sus- 
tained heavy losses when the same tactics were tried in 
the early 1980's. The devastating effect of falling cocoa 
prices on the economies of producing countries demands 
concerted action, especially in the areas of investment 
and marketing. 


The advanced industrialized countries, which are also 
the main consumers of cocoa, have succeeded in frus- 
trating all efforts to stabilize the cocoa market precisely 
because they are united in their objectives and have the 
means for achieving them. They have rendered ineffec- 
tive such mechanisms as the buffer stock of the Interna- 
tional Cocoa Organization because it does not serve their 
interest. 


Clearly, it is only a unity of action by producers that 
consumers would see reason. [sentence as heard] And unity 
of action must involve construction of storage facilities in 
producing countries, increased processing of beans into 
final products, research into alternative uses of the beans 
and related products, as well as enhancing the capacity of 
producing countries to intervene judiciously in the market. 


It is true that cocoa is not oil, but so long as the rich have 
not learned to do without chocolate, producers must not 
allow themselves to be tossed around. At a time when 
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(?consumption) is picking up on the world market, 
producers have an opportunity to boost prices and they 
can best do this through united action. 


Details Oil 
AB28 10214688 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 28 Oct 88 


[Text] The deputy secretary for fuel and power, Mrs 
Theresa Owusu, has said that petroleum exploration is still 
going on in the country. Speaking in an interview with the 
GHANA NEWS AGENCY, she said two agreements were 
completed between 1987 and 1988: one with Amfco Petro- 
leum Company, and the other with a consortium made up 
of (Arco), Shell, and (Unocal), all from the U.S. 


Amofco is exploring the offshore Accra and Keta basins, 
and the consortium is on the offshore Tano basin in the 
Western Region. Mrs Owusu said a Japanese national oil 
corporation has also acquired seismic data on the off- 
shore Saltpond and Cape Three Points, in the Sekondi- 
Takoradi area for study. In addition, the Ghana 
National Petrole:im Corporation has embarked on a 
seismic data acyuisition program both offshore and 
onshore. The data will be used to attract prospective 
companies for future petroleum activities in the country. 


Touching on plans to build storage tanks at Akosombo 
and Buipe to facilitate oil lifting to the north, Mrs Owusu 
said the financial arrangements for these facilities have 
just been concluded. On the falling world price of crude 
oil, the deputy secretary said Ghana has a standby 
agreement with a multinational company to buy at the 
world market price if it is lower than the offers of her 
traditional suppliers. Ghana spends about $200 million 
annualy on oil imports. 


Legalization of Exchange Bureavs Boosts 
Econom 


y 
AB3010104788 Paris AFP in French 1821 GMT 
29 Oct 88 


[Text] Accra, 29 Oct (AFP)}—The foreign exchange black 
market is booming in Ghana where, with the blessing of the 
government, there is a proliferation of foreign exchange 
bureaus in Accra and the major Ghanaian towns. Born out 
of the government's desire to channel foreign currencies 
into the banking system and thereby pursue its economic 
reform program, the “forex bureaus” (foreign exchange 
bureaus) were made official last January and more than 65 
of these establishments have been opened since March. 


According to Western observers, the current system has 
two big advantages. By reintegrating black market trans- 
actions into the banking system, the central bank can 
better evaluate the quantity of foreign currency and the 
exchange rate of currencies on the free market. It also 
makes it possible for the banking system to get hold of a 
great deal of foreign currency that would otherwise slip 
by. The official exchange rate, which is determined at the 
weekly foreign exchange auction, is 299 cedis to $1. The 


‘ average in 
rate, which an 27.1 pescont between 198% end 1987, bee 
been reduced to 21.8 percent in 1988. These positive 
indicators and the government's determination to imple- 
ment the reforms have made Ghana a favorite of inter- 
national agencies and donor countries. 


However, the government's determination is not the 


account for up to 30 to 40 percent of the national budget, 
the reforms have been quite well received. Even the 
5-year program to reduce the number of civil servants by 
15,000 every year, which has already resulted in the 
departure of 12,000 salaried government. employees, did 
not cause any major protests. 


T*> memory of what happened in 1983 and 1984, when 
ae tensty decisions of the governenent, in addition to the 
drought, had discouraged farmers and caused a fall in 
agricultural production, has convinced Ghanaians of the 
need for change. At that time, the situation was disastrous, 
with shortages and cases of famine all over the country. 
“At least today the stores are full,” a civil servant noted. 
“We have seen ihe difference and we do not want to relive 
the experience of 1983-1984,” he added. 


Mali 


Foreign Minister Leaves for Chad, Libya 
AB04 11083888 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, Mr Modibo Keita, left Bamako yesterday 
for Ndjamena and Tripoli. The minister will deliver a 
message from General Moussa Traore, current OAU 
chairman, to Presidents Hissein Habre and Mu‘ammar 


al-Qadhdhafi. 
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Meanwhile, Ide Oumarou, secretary general of the OAU, 
arrived in Bamako. During his visit to Mali, Ide Ouma- 
rou will hold talks with General Moussa Traore, current 
chairman of the OAU, on recent developments in Africa. 


Pavis Club Grants ‘Special’ Debt Relief 
AB2910185288 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 29 Oct 88 


[Text] Special debt relief has been granted to Mali by the 
Paris Club. In fact, according to a communique published 
yesterday, the Paris Club has granted to our country an 
exceptional relief of its public debt, thereby implementing 
for the first time the plan in favor of the poorest countries. 
This plan was drawn up last June by the seven major 
industrialized countries at the Toronto summit. 


According to the same communique, the representatives 
of Mali’s six creditor countries; namely, the United 
States, France, Italy, the Netherlands, the United King- 
dom, and Switzerland, have granted a rescheduling of 
Malis debts resulting from granted or guaranteed loans 
and credits, but neither the amount nor the terms of 
repayment were defined. 


Party Returns From Soviet Union 
AB04 11084988 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 4 Nov 88 


[Text] The delegation of the Democratic Union of 
Malian People led by the secretary for economic affairs 
of the Executive Bureau, Mr Djanka Kaba Diakite, 
returned to Bamako at the end of a 2-week working visit 
to the Soviet Union. After a series of talks with Soviet 
authorities, notably at the International Department of 
the CPSU Central Committee in Moscow, the Malian 
delegation also visited Uzbekistan where they held talks 
with the republic's authorities. 


Education Minister Returns From USSR Visit 
AB3110215988 Bamako Domest. c Service in French 
1500 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[Text] Soviet-Mali cooperation in the field of education 
is fruitful and varied. The minister of national education 
returned home this weekend very satisfied with a contact 
mission to the Soviet Union. With this visit, General 
Sekou Ly, who led a delegation of his ministry, 
responded to an invitation from the Soviet State Com- 
mittee for Public Education. 


During this mission, the two sides decided to streamline 
their cooperation, with two major complementary objec- 
tives: namely, to strengthen certain projects already 
under way, and to explore new areas of action. The two 
sides also held fruitful talks on the University of Mali 
and the future professional training center of Kita. It 
should be recalled that the ENA [National School of 
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Administration}, the ENSUP [Higher Teachers Training 
School], and the Bamako Professional Training Center 
are the results of cooperation between Mali and the 
Soviet Union. 


In addition to the talks, the minister of national educa- 
tion went to (Kazmadar), where he met with the officials 
in charge of the Agronomy Institute. General Sekou Ly 
zations. In conclusion, the Soviet Union is ready to 
strengthen its support to Mali and the two countries 
decided to better organize the programs of study abroad. 
Another issue discussed was the strengthening of rela- 
tions between the Patrice Lumumba University and the 
IPR [expansion unknown] of Katibougou. 


Trade Union Seminar With USSR Ends 26 Oct 
AB2710213988 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 27 Oct 88 


private secretary of the minister of labor and civil service, 
Waiaava Fofana. the se.ainar, which was jointly 
organized by the UNTM Union of Malian 
Workers] and the USSR All Union Central Council of 
Trade Unions, several topics were discussed. The repre- 
sentative of the Soviet trade union at yesterday's cere- 
mony, (Chekhov Stanislav), expressed satisfaction with the 
outcome of the meeting. 


[Begin (Stanislav) recording] The seminar has demon- 
strated that the topics discussed during the meeting were 
well chosen and have aroused the interest of the pariic- 
ipants. I hope that topics discussed during the seminar 
will be of use to the participants as they work in the best 
interest of the hark-working masses of the Republic of 
Mali. [end recordins] [passage omitted] 


Niger 


Saibou Leaves for Visit to Paris 25 Oct 
AB25 10145688 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 25 Oct 88 


[Text] The chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and head of state, General Ali Saibou, left Nia- 
mey this morning for Paris on a friendly and working 
visit. The head of state is accompanied by, among others, 
Quartermaster (Amon Kishaga), minister and special 
adviser at the Presidency; Elhadj Allele Habibou, minis- 
ter of foreign affairs and cooperation; and Ahama Ama- 
dou, permanent undersecretary at the Presidency. 


In addition, the chairman of the CMS has sent Captain 
Hamadou Moussa Gros, minister of transport and tour- 
ism, On a mission to Geneva. He left Niamey yesterday, 
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Monday, 24 October 1988, and will be back at the end of 
his mission. Issa Amsa, the minister of posts and tele- 
communications will act as minister of transport and 
tourism in the interim. 


Returns, Comments on Visit 
AB28 10204788 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 28 Oct 88 


Africa generally and Niger in particular is well known. | 
also met all the French political authorities who deal 
with issues of cooperation and diplomatic relations. I 
must state out right that at all these meetings I observed 
a great understanding of our problems and a great 
readiness to help us surmount them. 


Concerning the private nature of this visit, the French 
authorities, and in particular President Francois Mitter- 
rand, showed me great proof of kindness and their friend- 
ship, their esteem, and their consideration for us. They 
assured me cf their support under all circumstances. 


Thus, concerning uranium, we obtained total satisfaction on 
budgetary assistance. The French Government has prom- 
ised to grant us a substantial structural adjustment loan in 
1989, and at an exceptional interest rate, to enable us to get 
through 1989 without many problems. President Francois 
Mitterrand and all his aides expressed satisfaction with the 
friendly relations with Niger and with Niger's loyalty, and 
stressed the efforts that we are making for our development. 
They encouraged us to continue with those efforts. 


I have therefore returned home quite satisfied with this 
visit, and I felt reassured by the French leaders’ attitude 
to me and to Niger and its people. They showed keen 
interest in our visit, and accorded us all the necessary 
attention. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them very sincerely, and especially President Francois 
Mitterrand, who remains a great friend of Niger. It is 
now up to us to put the various results of this visit to 
good use by pursuing our own efforts along the path of 
renovation, revival, and development of our country. 
{end recording] 
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Defense Minister, Arrive 
AB3010133588 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 30 Oct 88 


[Text] The Belgian minister of national defense, Guy 
Coeme, arrived in Niamey this morning at the head of a 
large delegation for a 3-day working visit to the country. 
Shortly after its arrival, the Belgian delegation left for the 
Tahoua Region where it will inspect the (Keita) inte- 
grated project. Tomorrow, the delegation will be in Saye 
to visit the town’s irrigation project, which is the fruit of 
Niger-Belgium cooperation. 


Coeme Holds Talks With Saibou 
ABO111085288 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[Excerpts] The head of state, General Ali Saibou, this 
afternoon held talks with the Belgian minister of defense, 
Guy Coeme, who arrived in our country a few days ago. 
After the meeting Guy Coeme said he discussed with the 
head of state the concretization and intensification of 
Belgian aid to our country. Let us listen to him: 


[Begin recording] [Coeme] As you are aware, I am the 
Belgian minister of national defense. The purpose of my 
visit therefore was to bring to Niger 25 youths who are in 
solidarity with your country. I also wanted to enable 
them to realize that the Armed Forces here are contrib- 
uting to (?the distribution) of aid to the people, especially 
in the event of a natural disaster. [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Being the defense minister, did you examine 
military cooperation with Niger authorities? 


[Coeme] I can tell you, without betraying a military 
secret, that | made a proposal to your country’s author- 
ities. My proposal provides for the training in Belgium of 
Niger officers and noncommissioned officers. This is 
because I have noted that your country’s Armed Forces 
participate in both the defense of national territory and 
the distribution of aid to the civilian population. We 
were particularly impressed with Niger authorities’ 
efforts to involve all sections, including the yout of your 
country. I believe that we share the same philosophy. 
[passage omitted] [ead recording] 


Ends 3-Day Visit, Departs 
ABO1 11140788 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 1 Nov 88 


[Text] The Belgian defense minister left Niamey this 
morning at the end of a 3-day working and friendly visit 
to our country. During the visit, Guy Coeme inspected 
the Keita integrated development project, in Tahoua 
Department. He also inspected the rice dev opment 
sector and the Sahel Center at Sadore. Before ‘caving 
Niamey this morning, the Belgian delegation visited the 
National Museum. 
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Nigeria 


Government To Compile Toxic Waste Report 
ABO0111222388 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 1! Nov 8&8 


[Text] A report on the evacuation of people living around 
the toxic waste dump site, Koko, Bendel State, is being 
compiled. The minister of works and housing, Brigadier 
Mamman Kontagora, made this known in Lagos today. He 
was speaking with airport correspondents while on his way 
to Koko. The toxic waste issue international 
concern until it was evacuated by the Italian Government, 
the home country of the poisonous substance. The minis- 
ter also told the airport correspondents that a program of 
combating erosion on some federal roads would be 
embarked upon. He disclosed that work would start this 
week on the Enugu-Onitsa road, which has been rendered 
almost impassable by erosion. 


Government To Maintain Broadcasting Monopoly 
ABO0111090588 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT I Nov 88 


[Text] The Federal Government says it will maintain the 
monopoly of the electronic medium for the time being. 
The minister of information and culture, Prince Tony 
Momoh, who announced this, said however that the gad- 
gets used in broadcasting might be privatized but the 
control of transmission and ownership would remain with 
government. He disclosed that a committee had been set 
up to look into the country’s broadcasting system as well as 
equipment that could be produced locally. 


Prince Momoh, who was speaking in an interview with 
the NTA [Nigerian Television Authority] in Lagos, 
admitted that the present economic situation could not 
adequately sustain the authorities of the 22 stations. The 
minister however said that none of them would be shut 
since it was a deliberate policy to establish a television 
Station in each state and Abuja. Prince Momoh also 
explained that government was not averse to foreign 
films and programs but that they should not portray 
violence, degrade the black man, or be against national 
culture. 


Electricity Company Officials Face Trial 
AB3110195888 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 31 Oct 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Eleven officials of Nigeria's Electric Power 
Authority, NEPA, are due to appear before a military 
tribunal today. It could impose life sentences if they are 
found guilty of sabotage in the economy. Nigeria is 
well-known for its power failures, but this time charges 
are being made of deliberate sabotage. Power workers 
went on strike 4 weeks ago and blacked out the whole 
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country for 3 days. Elizabeth Blunt has just been in 
Lagos. On the line David Haggy asked her if people in 
Nigeria are surprised at the strong action being taken 
against the NEPA officials: 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] | wouldn't say there was any 
very great concern among most Nigerians because what 
you have to remember is that these people work for the 
country’s most unpopular industry. People blame NEPA 
and the NEPA officials—the NEPA management—for 
having maJe them suffer from power cuts endlessly all 
these years. [ey are not really very sympathetic to what 
these people w_ ried, which was an improvement in their 
Own wages anc conditions, and an improvement in the 
financial basis of the industry, which would have meant 
electricity prices going up. 


[Haggy] Why did the government particularly want to 
clamp down on these individuals? What's in it for the 
government, do you think? 


{Blunt} Well, I think the government has found a section 
of the trade union moverent, which it can bully, if you 
like. If you remember, there were very widespread strikes 
in Nigeria back in April with the © effect that the whole 
country, nurses, bank workers, and the threat of other 
groups such as petroleum industry workers coming out. 
[sentence as heard] It really did [word indistinct] the 
government very rattled. And those were political 
strikes. They were striking against the government's 
economic policy in a way that sounds more dangerous. 
But although few people were arrested and held for a 
time, they weren't charged even under the normal crim- 
inal laws. They certainly weren't faced with military 
powers, the special powers under the decree on the 
military tribunals. The government I don’t think would 
have dared because there would have been too much 
opposition. It could have caused a general strike. This 
group is a very small group, but they are not members of 
the main Electricity Workers Union. They are members 
of the much smaller senior staff association, and I think 
the government thinks it can get away with it in their 
case and in so doing show other strikers that it is 
prepared to use this kind of anti-sabotage decree in 
industrial disputes. 


[Haggy] So, if the real lesson is intended for the other 
more powerful unions, have the other unions come out 
in support of the electricity workers? 


[Blunt] Not openly. I did talk to spokesman for one of 
the more militant unions who said they were certainly 
worried by the implications, particularly by what seemed 
to be the government's inability, in his own words, to 
distinguish between sabotage, this sort of treasonable 
sabotage, and a normal industrial dispute, which they 
felt this was, I don’t think they feel terribly strongly on 
behalf of the electricity workers, but I think they are 
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seriously worried about the implications of using mili- 
tary tribunals and military decrees, and state security 
decrees against people who have taken industrial action. 
{end recording] 


Senegal 


Diouf Addresses Party Central Committee 
AB2010194688 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 20 Oct 88 


[Excerpt] The Central Committee of the Socialist Party 
met on Wednesday 19 October 1988 at the National 
Assembly under the chairmanship of Samba Yela Diop, 
national secretary in charge of liaison with the National 
Confederation of Senegalese Workers, CNTS. The Cen- 
tral Committee heard an important report from its 
secretary general, President Abdou Diouf, who discussed 
the general political situation in the country. | 


President Abdou Diouf, recalling his three historic 
addresses to the nation on | May, | 7 May, and 2 October 
1988, solemnly reaffirmed his sirong desire to pursue, 
strengthen, and broaden the national democratic dia- 
logue. To this end, President Diouf called on the Social- 
ist Party to relentlessly pursue dialogue and consultation 
with all citizens, whatever their capabilities, toward 
solving the major politicil, economic, social problems 
which are a pressing cha!.enge to us. In order to achieve 
this major political objective, President Abdou Diouf, 
secretary general of the Socialist Party, called on the 
militants and officials of the Party at all levels, move- 
ments integrated and affiliated with the Socialist Party 
School, and study and research groups to intensify the 
campaign of explanation and clarification, dwelling par- 
ticularly on the 2 October 1988 address, which was 
aimed at diagnosing the country’s political situation by 
appealing to the hearts and minds of the Senegalese 
people, who must unite, work for, and safeguard peace, 
understanding, and democracy, which are fundamental 
values of our people. 


Concerning the educational situation as well as issues 
relating to public health, the secretary general of the 
party made a thorough analysis of these vital social 
problems and noted the general emergence of reasoning 
and relaxation, which has been encouraged by the full 
resumption of classes at all levels, and the normal 
functioning of health and education services. In this 
regard, President Abdou Diouf, heartily congratulated 
the socialist students for their commitment and determi- 
nation to resolve the problems facing the high schools 
and university, and the CNTS for its commitment and 
desire to undertake responsible action. President Abdou 
Diouf noted with satisfaction the outstanding work done 
by the national committee for monitoring the educa- 
tional situation, chaired by Minister of State Jean Colin, 
permanent secretary to the presidency of the republic. 
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Reporting on the economic situation, President Diouf 
stressed the need to develop and strengthen the policy on 
the economic integration of African countries in order to 
help our countries overcome the serious crisis facing 
them. [passage omitted] 


Muslim Leader Seeks ‘Nationwide Consultation’ 
AB2610181188 Dakar PANA in English 1806 GMT 
26 Oct 88 


{Text} Dakar, 26 Oct (APS-SEN/PANA)—Several Senega- 
lese opposition leaders have supported the call made on 
Sunday [23 October] by the khalif general of Tidianes, the 
largest Moslem sect in Senegal, for a nation-wide consul- 
tation on the problems facing the West African nation. In 
separate interviews with the Senegalese daily SOLEIL, 10 
out of Senegal’s 16 political parties have expressed willing- 
ness to take part in the consultation proposed by Khalif El 
Hadj Serigne Aziz Sy in a speech to mark Maulud, the 
birthday of Prophet Mohammed. 


The marabout, vho was speaking in the presence of a 
government deleg«tion led by the minister of defence, 
appealed to all Senegalese people to do their best to end 
the social and politi -al crisis facing the nation over the 
last few months. El Hadj Aziz Sy had suggested that the 
consultation should involve all Senegalese without any 
preconditions, religious or political discrimination. 


According to the interviews, most political leaders 
responded positively out of respect for the khalif who 
won great respect for his neutrality during the last 
general elections in Senegal. The Mourides, the second 
largest Moslem sect in Senegal, had given unambiguous 
support to the Socialist Party of the incumbent President 
Abdou Diouf. 


Should the conference being proposed by the marabout 
take place, it would be the second attempt by Senegalese 
to solv: their social and political differences, after the 
abortive national round table which was convened at the 
initiative of President Diouf following the post-election 
tension which shook the West African nation after the 
February 1988 general elections. 


University of Dakar Reopens After ‘Blank Year’ 
AB25 10185888 Paris AFP in French 1422 GMT 
25 Oct 88 


[Text] Dakar, 25 Oct (AFP)}—The atmosphere at the 
University of Dakar was calm this morning. Today 
marke:' tie official reopening of the institution after a 
“blank year” which was the direct censequence of last 
year’s 7-month strike. The students were present this 
morning at the Cheikh Anta Diop University to proceed 
with registration formalities, and only the deliberately 
discreet presence of the forces of the law reminded one that 
the Senegalese universities and schoois had faced the worst 
crisis in their history during the past academic year. 


WEST AFRICA 


According to reliable sources, at 0930 the first students’ 
general assemblies [AG] were held in each academic 
department to “evaluate the outcome of the struggle.” 
Before the ““AG’s” ended and before their decisions were 
made public, reliable sources in Dakar said that they 
were in favor of “normalization” both at the university 
and high high school level, the high schools having 
reopened last week. The large majority of Senegalese 
universtiy students, like the public high school students, 
are having to repeat the lost year. The only exceptions 
are the students of private high schools and students of 
the Colleges of Medicine and Pharmacy where classes 
continued fairly normally. Examinations were organized 
in those two colleges and in the private sector under 
strict police supervision. 


It was disclosed today that classes had resumed in the 
high schools following the long ‘Id al-Maulud festival 
(anniversary of the Prophet Mohammad’s birth). The 
official school reopening was marked at the beginning of 
last week by strike orders given by student coordinators 
who appeared increasingly to be in the minority in the 
general assemblies. On 21 October, four high schools in 
the country, (including the Kennedy High School of 
Dakar and three regional ones) resumed classes, but it 
was learned today that the general assembly of one of the 
most “unyielding” high schools in the Senegalese capital, 
the Lamine Gueye High School, voted today for a 
24-hour nonextendable strike. 


This principle of nonextendable strikes has been adopted 
by several other educational establishments in the coun- 
try, especially in the provinces (Tambacounda, Saint- 
Louis, Ziguinchor), informed sources disclosed. The 
same sources sated that there has also been “a very 
noticeable resumption” of classes in the junior high 
schools as the first strike orders had very little effect on 
the “youth” of these junior high schools. The resumption 
of classes there is probably due, according to observers, 
to the movement’s own fatigue, and to the beginning of 
the mobilization of the Socialist Party activists (the party 
that brought Abdou Diouf to power). 


Togo 


Eyadema, Chadian Envoy View Libya-Chad 
Conflict 

AB2810114188 Lome Domestic Service in French 
0615 GMT 28 Oct 88 


[Summary] Two emissaries were at the presidential 
palace yesterday, sent by thei~ respective heads of state, 
Presidents Hissein Habre and Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi 
of Chad and Libya. They delivered messages from their 
heads of state to President Eyadema. The Chadian 
message concerned the Libya-Chad conflict, and the 
Libyan message expressed gratitude to Eyadema for his 
mediation that brought about a diplomatic solution to 
the Chad-Libya conflict. Chad and Libya have resumed 
diplomatic relations and ambassadors will go to each 
country before the end of October. 
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The Togolese official in charge of special duties was 
present at both meetings. 


Interior Ministers End Visit to Border Towns 
AB2110221988 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 21 Oct 88 


[Joint communique on visits by interior ministers of 
Togo and Benin to border towns from 17 to 2! October; 
read by technical adviser at the Togolese Ministry of 
Interior—live or recorded] 


[Text] Edouard Zodehougan, minister delegate to the 
presidency in charge of interior, security and territorial 
administration of the People’s Republic of Benin, and 
Togolese Interior Minister Komla Agbetiafi: in carrying 
out instructions by his Excellency General Mathieu Kere- 
kou, chairman of the Central Committee of the People’s 
Revolution Party of Benin, president of the republic, head 
of state, chairman of the National Executive Council, and 
general Gnassingbe Eyadema, founding chairman of the 
RPT, president of the Republic of Togo, from 17 to 21 
October 1988 jointly made a political awareness tour of the 
area along their common border. The tour reflects the 
desire, often expressed by the two presidents, to preserve 
and consolidate the historic ties of fraternity, good neigh- 
borliness and cooperation between the two countries. 


During the tour, the two delegations visited the following 
localities [names indistinct]. At meetings held in each of 
these localities, the two ministers conveyed to the pop- 
ulation the fraternal and militant greetings of the two 
heads of state, as well as their message of peace and 
solidarity. They then criticized the attitude of some 
irresponsible persons who engage in acts aimed at creat- 
ing confusion and anarchy, which tend to disturb the 
tranquility along the common border. They called on the 
people to translate into action the watchwords of the two 
presidents by keeping away from any acts that could 
jeopardize the achievements of the two revolutions, and 
to stick to the task of developing the nation’s economy 
and social sector. 


In this regard the two parties agreed to send as soon as 
possible a joint team of experts to oversee the final 
demarcation of the border in the Atacora Province of 
Benin, and the Oti, Keran, and Tchamba regions of 
Togo. All activities in the affected zone must cease until 
the demarcation exercise ends. The Benin-Togo joint 
commission on border demarcation will be reactivated 
to carry out a systematic demarcation of the border 
between the two countries. Also, the two delegations 
expressed the hope that insiructions will be given to the 
respective administrative authorities to permanently 
respect the border line, once it has been clearly marked. 
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The tour took place in an atmosphere of fraternity and 
cordiality, which testifies to the excellent relations 
between the two countries and the two heads of state. 
The two ministers expressed sincere gratitude to the 
population and to the political and administrative 
authorities of the localities visited for the African hospi- 
tality and reception accorded them. 


Issued in Atakpame on 21 October 1988 
Signed: For the Benin side, Colonel Edouard Zodehougan 
For the Togo side, Komla Agbetiafa 


3 Nigerian ‘Drug Barons’ Arrested in Lome 
AB2610184388 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 26 Oct 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Although West Africa has become something of a 
Sstagi..g post for international drug traffickers in recent 
years. Togo is one country that has never been in the 
headlines for big seizures of hard drugs. Well, all this 
changed this weekend when Togolese narcotics agents 
arrested three men described as Nigerian drug barons at 
the international airport. From Lome, Ebo Godwin 
telexed this report. 


[Begin Godwin recording] The three impeccably dressed 
gentlemen, who were on a flight from Bombay, in India, 
wearing three-piece suits, walked unsuspectingly into a 
ready and waiting Togolese security dragnet. They 
looked dazed, with their dreams of becoming overnight 
millionaires completely shattered, for a thorough search 
of them had uncovered a whopping 8 kg of heroin 
estimated at millions of dollars. More intriguing was the 
colossal amount of over $200,000 found on the men. 
These swashbuckling Nigerians, when asked why they 
carried so much money on them, revealed nonchalantly 
that they had intended to buy their way through with the 
dollars if arrested by security. This time around, how- 
ever, Dame Luck deserted them and the drug barons 
could not be saved by the power of the almighty dollar. 


Togolese security, who have intensified investigations 
into the drug trafficking drama, have withheld the names 
and identities of the suspects pending outcome of their 
investigations. It is not immediately known why the 
Nigerians diverted their route from Murtala Muhammed 
Airport in Lagos to Lome, but observers here believe that 
the recent introduction of stringent drug control mea- 
sures as well as drug-sniffing dogs at the Lagos airport 
might have scared the desperadoes to land at Lome 
International Airport instead. [end recording] 
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